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PREFATORY  NOTE. 


It  is  believed  that  the  following  compilation  includes  all  Acts  of 
Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  pertaining  to  the 
offices  of  borough  and  township  assessor,  tax  collector,  treasurer, 
and  auditor,  which  appear  to  be  of  general  application,  and  in  force 
at  the  close  of  the  Legislative  session  of  1907. 

Local  and  special  acts  are  not  included  in  the  compilation. 
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AN  ACT 


To  provide  for  the  compilation,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  of  all  the  laws 
pertaining  to  borough  and  township  assessors,  tax  collectors,  treasurers  and  auditors, 
and  the  publication  of  twenty-five  thousand  copies  and  their  distribution ;  also  pro¬ 
viding  an  appropriation  for  the  same. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted,  &c.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  have  compiled  twenty-five  thou 
sand  copies  of  a  pamphlet  containing  all  the  laws,  in  force  at  the 
adjournment  of  the  present  session  of  General  Assembly,  pertain¬ 
ing  to  the  duties  of  borough  and  township  assessors,  tax  collectors, 
treasurers,  and  auditors;  said  compilation  shall  be  distributed  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  upon  requisition  of  the  Sena¬ 
tors  and  Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Section  2.  The  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  is  hereby  appropriat¬ 
ed,  to  pay  for  the  work  of  compiling,  typewriting,  indexing,  and 
proof-reading  the  said  pamphlets.  And  the  further  sum  of  one 
thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  for 
the  printing  and  publishing  of  the  same. 

Approved — The  13th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1907. 

EDWIN  S.  STUART. 


(4) 


TOWNSHIP  AND  BOROUGH  OFFICERS  GENERALLY. 


It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  electors  of  every  township  annually  to 
elect  the  following  township  officers,  to  wit: 

I.  An  assessor. 

II.  *  *  supervisors. 

III.  A  township  treasurer. 

IV.  A  towTn  clerk;  who  shall  serve  in  their  respective  offices  for 
the  term  of  one  year,  and  until  a  successor  shall  be  duly  elected  or 
appointed. 

V.  Three  township  auditors. 

If  the  electors  of  any  township  fail  to  choose  any  township 
officer,  other  than  assessor,  assistant  assessor  or  constable,  or  if  any 
person  elected  to  such  office  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  serve  therein, 
or  if  any  vacancy  shall  happen  in  such  office,  by  death  or  otherwise, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  proper 
county,  to  appoint  a  suitable  person  to  fill  such  office,  until  the  next 
annual  election. 

No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  any  township  office  unless  he  be  an 
elector  of  the  township  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen. 

If  any  person  elected  or  appointed  to  any  township  office,  except 
that  of  constable,  and  duly  notified  thereof,  shall  neglect  or  refuse 
to  serve  in  such  office,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty 
dollars:  Provided,  That  no  person  shall  be  required  to  serve  in  any 
such  office  more  than  three  years  in  twelve  years. 

Every  person  elected  or  appointed  to  any  township  office  shall, 
before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  take  and  subscribe  an 
oath  or  affirmation,  before  some  person  having  authority  to  ad¬ 
minister  oaths,  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  perform  the  duties  of  his  office  with 
fidelity,  a  copy  of  which  oath  or  affirmation,  certified  by  the  person 
by  whom  the  same  shall  be  administered,  shall  within  ten  days 
thereafter  be  filed  with  the  town  clerk  if  there  be  one  in  such  town¬ 
ship. 

Nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  repeal 
any  special  provision  heretofore  made  by  law  for  any  city,  borough, 
district  or  township  in  this  Commonwealth. 

This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Septem¬ 
ber  next  and  all  such  acts  or  parts  of  acts  of  Assembly  as  are  hereby 
altered  or  supplied  are  from  and  after  said  day  repealed,  except  as 
provided  for  in  the  preceding  section,  and  except  so  far  as  to  com¬ 
plete  any  proceedings  which  may  have  been  commenced  before  that 
time.  (ApriljLS,  1834,  P.  L.  552.) 

In  townships  of  the  first  class  the  following  township  officers  shall 
be  chosen  by  the  qualified  voters  at  the  township  election  on  the 
third  Tuesday  in  February: 

In  the  first  year  of  its  organization  and  in  every  third  year  there¬ 
after,  a  township  treasurer,  who  shall  hold  office  for  the  term  of 
three  years. 
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In  the  year  in  which  the  term  of  office  expires  of  the  township 
assessor  who  may  be  in  office  at  the  time  of  its  organization,  and  in 
every  third  year  thereafter,  a  township  assessor,  who  shall  hold 
office  for  the  term  of  three  years,  as  provided  by  existing  laws. 

Annually,  a  township  auditor,  who  shall  hold  office  for  a  term  of 
three  years,  as  provided  by  existing  laws. 

The  official  term  of  the  above-named  officers  shall  commence  on  the 
first  Monday  in  March  and  continue  until  the  election  and  qualifica¬ 
tion  of  their  successors. 

The  same  person  may  hold  the  office  of  township  treasurer  and 
treasurer  of  the  school  board,  but  no  member  of  the  school  board,  no 
township  commissioner,  or  township  auditor,  shall  hold  the  office  of 
township  treasurer,  and  no  township  treasurer  shall  be  eligible  to 
succeed  himself. 

The  assessor  and  auditor  elected  as  hereinbefore  provided  shall 
perform  respectively  the  duties  of  their  office  as  prescribed  by  exist¬ 
ing  laws. 

Townships  of  the  second  class  shall  continue  to  be  governed  as 
provided  by  the  laws  in  force  at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  act 
relating  to  townships,  until  the  same  be  changed  by  legislative  en¬ 
actment.  (April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104). 

If  any  township  officer  shall  refuse  or  persistently  neglect  to  per- 
from  his  duties  as  provided  by  law,  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of 
the  proper  county  may,  upon  complaint  in  writing  by  any  twenty- 
five  citizens,  owners  of  real  estate  residing  in  the  district,  issue  a 
rule  upon  the  officer  complained  of  to  show  cause  why  his  office 
should  not  be  declared  vacant  and  another  appointed  in  his  stead, 
which  rule  shall  be  made  returnable  not  less  than  two  weeks  from 
its  date  of  issue.  And  upon  hearing,  and  due  proof  that  the  facts 
alleged  in  the  aforesaid  complaint  are  just  and  true,  the  court  may 
declare  the  office  of  saicL  officer  vacant,  and  appoint  another  in  his 
stead  to  hold  office  during  the  term  of  the  officer  deposed.  (March 
22,  1907,  P.  L.  27). 

It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  borough  electors  annually  to  elect:  *  * 

One  assessor  and  two  assistant  assessors,  when  required  by  the  laws 
of  this  Commonwealth.  One  borough  auditor  to  serve  for  three 
years. 

Electors  only  shall  be  eligible  to  borough  offices.  The  officers 
elected  shall  serve  until  others  are  duly  elected  and  qualified. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  corporate  officers  to  appoint  a  trea¬ 
surer.  *  *  *  To  fix  from  time  to  time  the  amount  of  security 

to  be  given  by  the  treasurer,  and  collector  of  borough  taxes,  and 
their  compensation.  (April  3,  1851,  P.  L.  320.) 

The  treasurer,  and  collector,  as  well  as  all  other  officers  who  may 
be  appointed  by  the  town  council  of  every  borough  hereafter  incor¬ 
porated,  shall,  at  such  time  and  times  as  the  town  council  may 
direct,  render  their  accounts  respectively  to  the  said  town  council 
for  settlement. 

If  any  person  appointed  by  the  town  council  of  any  borough  here¬ 
after  incorporated  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  take  upon  himself  the 
duties  of  the  office  to  which  he  shall  be  so  appointed,  he  shall,  for 
the  same,  forfeit  and  pay  for  the  use  of  the  proper  borough  the  sum 
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of  ten  dollars,  to  be  recovered  as  other  fines  and  forfeitures  are  by 
this  act  recoverable.  (April  1,  1834,  P.  L.  167). 

Whenever  any  borough  in  this  Commonwealth  may  be  divided 
into  wards,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement,  every  such  ward,  from  and  after  such  division, 
shall  be  a  separate  election  district,  and  annually  thereafter  shall 
elect  such  public  officers  as  are  authorized  in  boroughs,  wards  and 
election  districts  under  existing  laws:  Provided,  however,  That  in 
every  such  borough  there  shall  be  elected  *  *  *  three  auditors, 

*  *  *  *  who  shall  be  chosen  by  the  concurrent  votes  of  each 

ward,  and  their  election  shall  be  ascertained  and  declared  by  the 
joint  certificates  of  the  judges  of  election  as  hereinafter  provided; 
the  officers  who  shall  be  so  chosen  by  the  concurrent  votes  of  said 
wards,  shall  be  chosen  for  such  terms  as  are  now  provided  by  exist¬ 
ing  laws. 

In  all  boroughs  which  may  be  divided  into  more  than  two  wards 
under  said  act,  the  assessors  elected  for  the  various  wards  shall 
jointly  perform  the  duties  required  by  law  of  assistant  assessors,  in 
making  the  triennial  assessment  in  the  several  wards;  and  there 
shall  not  in  any  such  wards  be  any  assistant  assessors  elected. 

On  the  first  Friday  after  each  borough  election  held  in  boroughs 
divided  as  aforesaid,  the  judges  of  election  of  the  various  wards  in 
such  boroughs  shall  meet  at  the  place  of  meeting  of  town  councils 
in  such  borough,  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  and,  after  organiz¬ 
ing,  shall  canvass  the  votes  cast  for  officers  required  by  the  first  sec¬ 
tion  of  this  act  to  be  elected  by  the  concurrent  votes  of  the  various 
wards  in  such  borough,  and  shall  ascertain  and  declare  the  result  of 
such  election,  and  grant  certificates  to  the  persons  elected  to  fill 
such  offices. 

•  Such  borough  officers  as  may  be  in  office  at  the  time  of  the  division 
of  any  such  borough  into  wards  as  aforesaid,  shall  remain  in  office 
until  the  expiration  of  the  terms  for  which  they  may  have  been 
elected;  and  in  case  any  vacancy  shall  occur,  the  same  may  be  filled 
by  appointment  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  proper  county, 
until  the  next  regular  borough  election.  (May  10,  1878,  P.  L.  51). 

The  town  council  of  the  new  borough  (formed  by  the  consolida¬ 
tion  of  two  or  more  adjacent  boroughs  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  June  6,  1893)  at  their  first  session  after  the  consummation  of 
the  consolidation  shall  designate  by  ballot  which  of  the  treasurers 
of  the  two  boroughs  shall  be  treasurer  of  the  new  borough,  and 
which  of  the  auditors  shall  be  the  auditors  of  the  new  borough.  And 
thereafter,  annually,  the  qualified  electors  of  such  borough  shall 
elect  one  person  as  borough  treasurer  and  three  persons  as  auditors. 

The  respective  tax  collectors  of  such  boroughs  shall  continue  in 
office  until  the  expiration  of  their  respective  terms  of  service,  and 
shall  respectively  have  all  the  authority  of  collectors  of  taxes  with¬ 
in  the  limits  of  such  new  borough  for  the  collection  of  taxes  set 
forth  in  their  respective  duplicates,  and  at  the  first  municipal  elec¬ 
tion  after  such  consolidation,  and  thereafter  triennially,  the  quali¬ 
fied  electors  of  such  borough  shall  elect  one  person  to  be  collector  of 
taxes  of  such  borough,  who  shall  have  all  the  power  and  authority 
of  collectors  of  State  and  county  taxes  under  the  general  laws  of 
this  Commonwealth.  (June  6,  1893,  P.  L.  335). 
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All  elections  for  city,  ward,  borough  and  township  officers,  for 
regular  terms  of  service,  shall  be  held  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  Febru¬ 
ary.  (Constitution  Art.  8.  sec.  2). 

Whenever,  by  the  requirements  of  any  law,  a  particular  residence 
is  a  necessary  qualification  for  the  election  or  appointment  of  any 
officer,  a  removal  from  such  residence  shall  operate  as  a  forfeiture 
of  the  office.  (May  15, 1874,  P.  L.  187.) 

All  members  of  councils,  and  all  other  city,  ward,  borough  and 
township  officers,  excepting  school  directors,  to  be  elected  on  the 
third  Tuesday  of  February  next,  or  in  any  year  thereafter,  whose 
term  of  office  would  under  existing  laws  expire  prior  to  the  first 
Monday  of  April,  shall  continue  in  office  from  the  date  at  which  said 
term  would  otherwise  expire  until  the  first  Monday  of  April  next 
ensuing  thereto;  and  the  terms  of  their  successors  shall  begin  on  the 
first  Monday  of  April,  and  shall  continue  for  the  period  now  fixed 
for  the  duration  thereof  by  existing  laws  in  each  particular  case; 
and  hereafter  all  elections  for  officers  which  will  be  vacant  on  the 
first  Monday  of  April  shall  be  held  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  Febru¬ 
ary  next  preceding  thereto.  *  *  All  acts  or  parts  of  acts  incon¬ 

sistent  herewith  are  hereby  repealed.  (March  10,  1875,  P.  L.  6.) 

The  term  of  office  of  every  township  officer  hereafter  elected, 
whose  term  of  office  would  under  existing  laws  expire  on  the  first 
Monday  of  April  of  any  year,  shall  expire  on  the  first  Monday  of 
March  next  preceding  said  first  Monday  of  April,  and  the  terms  of 
the  successors  of  such  township  officers  shall  begin  on  the  first  Mon¬ 
day  of  March,  and  shall  continue  for  the  period  now  fixed  for  the 
duration  thereof  by  existing  laws.*  *  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts 
inconsistent  herewith  are  hereby  repealed.  (June  4,  1879,  P.  L.  94.) 

The  term  of  office  of  every  borough  officer  hereafter  elected  (ex¬ 
cept  tax  collector  and  constable),  whose  term  of  office  would  under 
existing  laws  expire  on  the  first  Monday  of  April  of  any  year,  shall 
expire  on  the  first  Monday  of  March  next  preceding  said  first  Mon¬ 
day  of  April,  and  the  terms  of  the  successors  of  such  borough  officers 
shall  begin  on  the  first  Monday  of  March,  and  shall  continue  for  the 
period  now  fixed  for  the  duration  thereof  by  existing  laws.  (June 
13,  1883,  P.  L.  121.) 

Upon  the  petition  of  the  councils  of  any  borough  heretofore  in¬ 
corporated,  or  hereafter  to  be  incorporated,  within  this  Common¬ 
wealth,  to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  proper  county,  repre¬ 
senting  that  any  vacancy  or  vacancies  in  their  own  body,  or  in  any 
other  borough  offices  exist,  said  court  shall  have  the  right  and 
authority  to  fill  such  vacancy  by  appointment;  said  appointees  to 
hold  office  until  the  succeeding  municipal  election:  Provided,  That 
this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to  change  the  manner  of  filling  any 
such  vacancy  in  any  borough  where  such  authority  now  exists  by 
general  or  special  law.  (March  24, 1877,  P.  L.  36.) 

It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  burgess  or  member  of  council  of  any 
borough,  or  any  officer,  agent  or  employe  thereof,  to  be  in  any  way 
interested,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  contract  for  the  sale 
or  furnishing  of  any  supplies  or  materials  to  be  furnished  to  or  for 
the  use  of  such  borough,  or  to  receive  any  reward  or  gratuity  from 


any  person  interested  in  such  contract  or  sale;  nor  shall  any  such 
burgess,  member  of  council,  officer,  agent,  or  employe  of  any 
borough  be  a  member  of  any  partnership  or  a  stockholder  or  officer 
of  any  corporation,  or  an  agent  or  employe  of  any  individual,  part¬ 
nership  or  corporation,  in  any  way  interested  in  any  contract  for 
the  sale  or  furnishing  of  any  supplies  or  materials  to  be  furnished 
to  or  for  the  use  of,  or  any  work  to  be  done  for  such  borough;  and 
any  person  violating  these  provisions,  or  any  of  them,  shall  forfeit 
his  office  or  appointment  in  such  borough,  and  also  shall  be  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  be  sentenced  to 
pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars.  (May  28,  1907,  P.  L. 
262.) 

CONTESTED  ELECTIONS. 

The  several  classes  of  elections  which  may  be  contested  in  this 
Commonwealth  are  hereby  distinguished  and  designated  as  follows, 
to  wit: 

I.  The  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth. 

II.  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  all  officers  of  this  Commonwealth  (except  Governor  and  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Governor),  who  now  are  or  hereafter  shall  be  required  to 
be  elected  by  the  qualified  voters  of  the  State  at  large. 

III.  The  judges  of  the  several  courts  of  record,  to  be  learned  in 
the  law,  other  than  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

IV.  All  other  officers  (except  members  of  the  General  Assembly), 
whether  elected  by  the  qualified  voters  of  counties,  cities,  townships, 
boroughs,  wards,  school  districts  or  any  other  division  of  the  State. 

Cases  of  the  fourth  class  shall  be  tried  and  determined  by  the 
court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  of  the  county  in  which  the 
election  contested  shall  be  held.  (May  19,  1874,  P.  L.  212.) 
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ASSESSORS. 

ELECTION,  QUALIFICATIONS,  ETC. 

The  qualified  electors  of  every  borough  and  township  in  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania  shall  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  1889,  and  triennially  thereafter,  vote  for  and  elect  a  properly 
qualified  person  for  assessor  in  each  of  said  districts,  who  shall 
serve  for  three  years.  |  j 

When  any  borough  has  been  or  shall  be  divided  into  wards,  the 
qualified  voters  of  each  of  such  wards  shall  severally  elect  at  the 
times  aforesaid  a  properly  qualified  person  as  assessor  for  said 
ward. 

The  assessors  elected  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
perform  all  the  duties  of  assessors  under  the  laws  of  this  Common¬ 
wealth,  as  well  those  relating  to  elections  as  to  the  valuation  of 
property:  Provided,  That  in  making  the  valuation  of  property  the 
assessors  of  all  the  wards  shall  act  as  a  board  of  assessors,  and  such 
board  of  assessors  shall  make  the  assessments  of  all  the  subjects  of 
taxation  in  the  borough  for  borough,  school,  district  and  county 
purposes,  and  return  thereof  shall  be  made  to  the  county  commis¬ 
sioners  as  now  provided  by  law,  subject  to  revision  by  the  county 
commissioners  as  now  provided  by  law. 

Whenever  the  commissioners  of  any  county  shall,  under  existing 
laws,  appoint  a  person  to  fill  the  office  of  assessor,  such  person  shall 
serve  until  the  next  election  for  assessors  as  provided  by  this  act. 
All  laws  inconsistent  herewith  are  hereby  repealed.  (February  14, 
1889,  P.  L.  7,  as  amended  May  8,  1889,  P.  L.  133,  July  9,  1901,  P.  L. 
613.) 

If  the  electors  of  any  township  shall  fail  to  choose  an  assessor, 
or  assistant  assessor,  at  the  time  appointed  by  law,  or  if  any  person 
elected  to  such  office  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  serve  therein,  or  if 
any  vacancy  shall  happen  therein  by  death  or  otherwise,  the  com¬ 
missioners  of  the  county  shall  appoint  a  fit  person  to  fill  the  office, 
who  shall  have  the  same  powers,  be  subject  to  the  same  penalties, 
and  receive  the  same  compensation,  as  if  he  had  been  elected  in 
manner  aforesaid. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  assessor  and  assistant  assessor  to 
produce  to  the  commissioners  of  the  county  within  twenty  days 
after  his  election  or  appointment  a  copy  of  the  oath  or  affirmation 
taken  and  subscribed  by  him  as  is  hereinbefore  directed  and  attested 
by  the  person  by  whom  the  same  was  administered,  which  shall  be 
filed  by  the  commissioners  in  their  office.  (April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  552.) 

The  qualified  voters  of  every  election  district  in  boroughs  and 
townships  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  wherein  more  than 
one  election  district  is  authorized,  and  where  but  one  assessor  for 
valuation  of  taxable  property  resides  in  the  borough  or  township 
having  more  than  one  election  district,  shall  on  the  third  Tuesday 
of  February,  Anno  Domini,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
two,  and  annually  thereafter,  elect  a  properly  qualified  person 
for  assistant  assessor  in  each  of  said  election  districts,  who  shall 
perform  all  the  duties  relating  to  elections  now  required  to  be  per- 
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formed  by  assessors  in  boroughs  and  townships  having  but  one 
election  district.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  said  office,  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions,  or  any  judge  of  the  said  court  of  the  same  county, 
shall  appoint  a  person  to  fill  such  vacancy.  (June  16,  1891,  P.  L. 
298.) 

In  counties  of  this  Commonwealth  containing  a  population  of 
not  less  than  three  hundred  thousand  nor  more  than  one  million,  as 
shown  by  the  last  preceding  United  States  census,  all  assessments 
and  valuations  of  property,  whether  real  or  personal,  taxable  for 
State  and  county  purposes,  including  occupations,  shall  be  made 
by  a  board  consisting  of  three  persons,  to  be  designated  as  the 
board  for  the  assessment  and  revision  of  taxes.  ****** 
The  office  of  ward,  borough  or  township  assessor  or  assessors,  as  now 
existing  in  counties  coming  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  is  here¬ 
by  abolished  in  so  far  as  respects  the  assessment  and  valuation  of 
property  and  occupations  taxable  for  State  and  county  purposes. 
All  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  or  supplied  by  this  act 
are  hereby  repealed.  (March  24,  1905,  P.  L.  47.) 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  assessor  and  assistant  assessor  to  keep 
an  account  of  the  several  days  by  him  actually  employed  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  his  duties  and  to  make  return  of  the  same  to  the  com¬ 
missioners  of  the  county,  verified  by  his  oath  or  affirmation,  and  for 
each  day  necessarily  so  employed  he  shall  receive  the  sum  of  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents.  (May  25,  1907,  P.  L.  232.) 

That  in  every  year  in  which  takes  place  the  triennial  assessment 
of  property  for  taxation,  the  qualified  voters  in  each  township  of 
the  first  class  shall  elect,  at  the  township  election,  two  citizens, 
resident  in  said  township,  to  be  assistant  assessors;  and  the  triennial 
assessment  of  property  for  taxation,  provided  for  by  existing  laws, 
shall  be  made  in  each  township  of  the  first  class  by  the  township 
assessor  and  the  said  assistant  assessors,  subject  to  correction  by 
the  county  commissioners,  and  to  appeal  by  the  taxable  persons  in 
accordance  with  existing  laws:  Provided,  however,  That  for  the 
triennial  assessment  which  is  to  take  place  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  three,  two  such  assistant  assessors 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  board  of  township  commissioners  of  each 
township  of  the  first  class. 

The  duties  of  the  assistant  assessors  provided  for  in  this  act  shall 
extend  only  to  the  valuation  of  property  for  taxation,  and  nothing 
in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  supply  or  affect  the  provision  of 
any  statute  providing  for  the  election  of  assistant  assessors  for 
making  the  registry  list  of  voters,  or  the  performance  of  other  duties 
relating  to  elections. 

The  assessors  and  assistant  assessors  in  townships  of  the  first 
class  shall  each  receive  as  compensation  for  his  services  five  dollars 
per  diem,  for  each  day  actually  employed  in  the  duties  of  his  office, 
to  be  computed  and  paid  as  provided  by  existing  laws  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  compensation  of  assessors.  (April  23,  1903,  P.  L.  284.) 

The  assessors  of  townships  of  the  first  class  shall  be  furnished  by 
the  county  commissioners  all  books,  blank  forms  and  papers  four 
months  prior  to  day  appointed  for  appeal.  The  township  assessor 
shall  receive  as  compensation  for  his  services  five  dollars  per  diem 
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for  each  day  actually  employed  in  the  intervening  years  between 
the  years  the  triennial  assessment  is  made.  (April  20,  1905,  P.  L. 
236.) 

REGISTRATION  of  voters. 

At  the  election  to  be  held  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  February  next, 
and  at  the  election  annually  thereafter,  there  shall  be  elected  in 
each  election  district  *  *  *  an  assessor  who  shall  perform  the 

duties  incident  to  elections. 

The  assessors  shall  each  receive  the  same  compensation  for  the 
time  necessarily  spent  in  performing  the  duties  hereby  enjoined,  as 
is  provided  by  law  to  assessors  making  valuations,  to  be  paid  by  the 
county  commissioners,  as  in  other  cases;  and  it  shall  not  be  lawful 
for  any  assessor  to  assess  a  tax  against  any  person  whatever  within 
sixty-one  days  next  preceding  the  annual  election  in  November;  any 
violation  of  this  provision  shall  be  a  misdemeanor,  and  subject  the 
officer  so  offending  to  a  fine,  on  conviction,  not  exceeding  one  hun¬ 
dred  dollars,  or  to  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three  months,  or 
both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court.  (January  30,  1874,  P.  L.  40.) 

The  assessors  directed  to  be  appointed  and  elected  by  the  14th 
the  15th  sections  of  the  act  approved  the  30th  day  of  January,  Anno 
Domini  1874,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  assessors  only  to  perform 
such  duties  as  are  now  required  by  law  of  assessors  incident  to  the 
holding  of  elections  and  registration  of  voters;  and  the  office 
of  assessor  for  purposes  of  valuation  with  all  the  duties  incident 
thereto  shall  continue  and  remain  as  now  provided  for  by  law:  Pro¬ 
vided,  That  in  townships,  boroughs  and  wards  composing  but  one 
election  district,  the  assessors  for  purposes  of  valuation  shall  be 
assessors  for  the  holding  of  elections  and  the  registration  of  voters. 
(February  13,  1874,  P.  L.  44.) 

For  the  purpose  of  making  the  original  annual  assessment  and 
registration  of  voters  in  each  of  the  election  districts  of  this  Com¬ 
monwealth,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  of  the  assessors,  who  are 
required  to  perform  any  of  the  duties  incident  to  the  holding  of 
elections  and  the  registration  of  voters  in  the  different  election  dis¬ 
tricts  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  visit  in  person  each  and  every  dwel¬ 
ling  house  in  his  district  on  the  first  Monday  in  May  and  on  the  first 
Monday  in  December  of  each  year,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be 
possible  and  practicable  when  all  of  said  dwelling  houses'  cannot  be 
personally  visited  by  him  on  the  said  first  Monday  of  May  and  on 
the  first  Monday  in  December,  and  to  make  a  list  in  a  book  prepared 
for  that  purpose  by  the  county  commissioners,  of  all  the  qualified 
electors  that  he  shall  find,  upon  careful  and  diligent  inquiry,  to  be 
bona  fide  residents  of  his  district,  together  with  the  date  when  such 
dwelling  house  was  visited  by  the  assessor,  entering  them  in  such 
book  in  the  order  in  which  such  dwelling  houses  are  visited;  and  the 
qualified  electors  in  each  dwelling  house  being  grouped  together, 
and  if  in  a  city  or  town,  the  names  of  the  qualified  electors  shall 
be  grouped  together  by  streets,  alleys  or  courts,  and  the  persons  so 
found  to  be  legally  qualified  electors  shall  forthwith  be  assessed; 
the  assessor  shall,  in  all  cases,  personally  ascertain  by  careful  and 
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diligent  inquiry  of  the  voter  or  of  some  known  resident  of  the  elec¬ 
tion  district  in  which  the  voter  claims  the  right  to  vote,  upon  what 
ground  each  person  so  assessed  claims  to  be  a  legally  qualified  voter. 
The  list  thus  prepared  shall  be  designated  and  known  as  the  “Orig¬ 
inal  Registry  List.”  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  assessor  to  enter 
in  said  “Original  Registry  List”  the  names  of  the  male  citizens 
twenty-one  years  of  age  and  upwards,  claiming  to  be  qualified  voters 
in  the  election  district  of  which  he  is  the  assessor;  and  opposite 
each  of  said  names  state  whether  said  citizen  is  or  is  not  a  house¬ 
keeper,  and  if  he  is,  the  number  of  his  residence  in  cities  or  towns 
where  the  same  are  numbered,  with  the  street,  alley  or  court  in 
which  situated,  and  if  in  a  city  or  town  where  there  are  no  numbers, 
the  name  of  the  street,  alley  or  court  on  which  said  house  fronts; 
also  the  occupation  of  the  person  at  the  date  of  such  assessment, 
and  where  he  is  not  a  housekeeper,  the  occupation,  place  of  board¬ 
ing  and  with  whom  at  the  date  of  his  assessment;  and  if  working  for 
another,  the  name  of  the  employer;  and  write  opposite  each  of  said 
names  the  word  “voter.”  Where  any  person  claims  to  vote  by 
reason  of  naturalization,  he  shall  exhibit  his  certificate  thereof  to 
the  assessor,  unless  he  has  been  for  two  consecutive  years  next 
preceding,  a  voter  in  said  district;  and  in  all  cases  where  the  person 
has  been  naturalized,  the  name  shall  be  marked  with  the  letter  “N”; 
where  the  person  has  merely  declared  his  intentions  to  become  a 
citizen  and  designs  to  be  naturalized  before  the  next  election,  he 
shall  exhibit  the  certificate  of  his  declaration  of  intention  and  the 
name  shall  be  marked  “D.  I.”;  and  where  the  person  shall  be  en¬ 
titled  by  existing  laws  to  be  naturalized  without  making  a  declara¬ 
tion  of  his  intentions  to  be  naturalized,  and  intends  to  be  natural¬ 
ized  at  least  one  month  before  the  next  general  election,  the  name  of 
such  person  shall  be  marked  “I.  N.”;  where  the  claim  is  to  vote  by 
reason  of  being  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  and  under  twenty- 
two,  as  provided  by  law,  the  word  “age”  shall  be  entered,  and  if 
the  person  has  moved  into  the  election  district  to  reside  since  the 
last  general  election,  the  letter  “R”  shall  be  placed  opposite  the 
name  (May  29,  1891,  P.  L.  134). 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  assessor  to  forthwith  make  a 
copy  of  the  said  original  list,  with  the  observations  and  explanations 
required  to  be  noted  as  aforesaid,  to  be  made  out  as  soon  as  prac¬ 
ticable.  It  shall  be  his  duty  on  or  prior  to  the  fourth  Monday  of 
May  and  on  or  prior  to  the  second  Monday  in  December  in  each  year, 
to  place  a  copy  on  the  door  of  or  on  the  house  where  the  election 
of  the  respective  district  is  required  to  be  held,  and  retain  the  orig¬ 
inal  list  in  his  possession  for  the  inspection,  free  of  charge,  of  any 
person  resident  in  the  said  election  district  who  shall  desire  to 
see  the  same;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  assessor  to  assess, 
from  time  to  time,  on  the  personal  application  of  any  one  claiming 
the  right  to  vote,  the  name  of  such  claimant,  and  mark  opposite  the 
name  “C.  V.,”  and  immediately  assess  him,  noting  as  in  all  other 
cases  his  occupation,  residence,  the  date  of  his  assessment,  whether 
a  boarder  or  housekeeper;  if  a  boarder,  with  whom  he  boards,  and 
whether  naturalized  or  designing  to  be,  marking  in  all  cases  op¬ 
posite  the  name  the  letter  “N.,”  “D.”  or  “I.  N.,”  as  the  case  may  be; 
if  the  person  claiming  to  be  assessed  be  naturalized,  he  shall  ex- 
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hibit  to  the  assessor  his  certificate  of  naturalization;  and  if  he  claims 
that  he  designs  to  be  naturalized  before  the  next  ensuing  election, 
he  shall  exhibit  the  certificate  of  his  declaration  of  intention,  if  such 
previous  declaration  is  required  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

|It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  assessor  to  be  present  at  the 
election  house  of  the  said  election  district,  during  the  two  secular 
days  next  preceding  the  day  fixed  by  the  third  section  of  this  act 
for  returning  the  lists  to  the  county  comynissioners,  from  ten  ante 
meridian  to  three  post  meridian,  and  from  six  post  meridian  to  nine 
post  meridian,  of  each  of  said  days,  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  and 
acting  upon  applications  to  be  made  under  the  provisions  of  this 
section,  or  relating  to  names  upon  said  list,  or  that  are  sought  to 
be  placed  thereon,  or  struck  therefrom;  and  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 
correct  said  original  list  by  adding  thereto  upon  personal  applica¬ 
tion  the  names  of  persons  entitled  to  vote  not  already  thereon,  and 
by  striking  therefrom  fictitious  names,  or  names  of  persons  who  may 
have  died  or  removed  from  said  district;  and  in  all  cases  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  assessor  to  enter  in  his  book,  opposite  the 
name  of  each  voter,  the  name  or  names  of  the  person  or  persons, 
together  with  the  residence  of  the  same,  who  shall  furnish  infor¬ 
mation  as  to  the  residence  and  qualifications  of  each  voter  who  has 
been  assessed,  or  as  to  the  persons  wThose  names  shall  be  stricken 
from  said  original  list;  and  the  said  original  list  shall  be  open  for 
inspection  by  any  qualified  elector  in  the  county  or  ward  in  which 
the  election  district  is  situated,  as  well  as  by  the  person  claiming 
to  be  registered;  and  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  proper 
county,  or  any  law  judge  thereof  at  chambers,  on  the  application 
of  any  qualified  elector  of  the  ward  or  county  under  oath,  which 
oath  may  be  made  at  any  time  before  the  day  of  election,  shall  call 
the  assessor  and  the  complainant  before  it  or  him  by  citation  or 
rule  to  show  cause,  and  shall  hear  the  parties  and  dispose  of  the 
subject  in  a  summary  manner,  as  to  law  and  justice  shall  belong, 
and  shall,  if  need  be,  order  the  assessor  to  correct  the  registry 
accordingly,  and  the  said  court  or  judge  may  enforce  such  order  by 
attachment  as  in  proceedings  for  contempt. 

After  the  assessments  have  been  completed  on  the  sixty-second 
day  before  the  third  Tuesday  of  February,  and  on  the  sixtv-second 
day  before  the  Tuesday  next  following  the  first  Monday  of  November 
in  each  year,  the  assessor  shall,  on  the  following  day,  make  a  return 
to  the  county  commissioners  of  the  “original  registry  list”  thus 
revised  and  completed,  and  the  county  commissioners  shall  there¬ 
upon  proceed  to  make  out  a  complete  list  in  alphabetical  order  of 
all  persons  so  returned  as  taxables  in  said  election  district,  and  fur¬ 
nish  the  same,  together  with  the  necessary  election  blanks,  to  the 
officers  of  the  election  in  such  election  district,  on  or  before  seven 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  election;  and  no  man  shall  be  permitted 
to  vote  at  the  election  on  that  day  whose  name  is  not  on  said  list, 
unless  he  shall  make  proof  of  his  right  to  vote  as  hereinbefore  re¬ 
quired.  “The  Original  Registry  list,”  as  returned  to  the  county  com¬ 
missioners  preceding  the  November  election,  shall  be  returned  by 
the  county  commissioners  to  the  assessor  before  the  first  Monday 
of  December,  which  shall  be  used  by  said  assessor  to  make  his 
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original  registry  list  for  December  as  heretofore  provided.  (May 
16,  1895,  P.  L.  75.) 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  in  all  voting  districts  or  pre¬ 
cincts  in  this  Commonwealth,  where  temporary  voting  places  are 
or  may  be  established,  to  be  present  at  his  place  of  residence  in 
said  election  district  or  precinct  during  the  two  secular  days  next 
preceding  the  day  fixed  by  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  May  twenty- 
nine,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-one,  being  a  supple¬ 
ment  to  the  act  of  January  thirtieth,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-four,  for  returning  the  list  to  the  county 
commissioners,  from  ten  ante  meridian  to  three  post  meridian,  and 
from  six  post  meridian  to  nine  post  meridian  of  each  of  said  days, 
to  perform  all  the  duties  as  set  forth  in  section  two  of  the  act 
of  May  twrenty-nine,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-one, 
being  a  supplement  to  the  act  of  January  thirtieth,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-four.  (June  12,  1893,  P.  L.  455.) 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  assessors  respectively  to  attend  at 
the  place  of  holding  every  general,  special  or  township  election, 
during  the  whole  time  said  election  is  kept  open,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  information  to  the  inspectors  and  judge,  when  called  on, 
in  relation  to  the  right  of  any  person  assessed  by  them  to  vote  at 
such  election,  or  such  other  matters  in  relation  (to)  the  assess¬ 
ment  of  voters,  as  the  said  inspectors  or  judge,  or  either  of  them, 
shall  from  time  to  time  require;  for  which  attendance  said  assessor 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  sum  of  one  dollar  per  day,  to  be  paid  as 
officers  of  election  are  paid  by  law;  and  when  the  township  is 
divided  for  which  said  assessor  is  elected,  he  shall  attend  at  the 
election  district  in  which  he  resides,  and  is  entitled  to  vote.  (July 
2,  1839,  P.  L.  531.) 

Any  assessor  wTho  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  any  duty 
enjoined  by  this  act,  without  reasonable  or  legal  cause,  shall  be 
subject  to  a  penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars;  and  if  any  assessor 
shall  knowingly  assess  any  person  as  a  voter  who  is  not  qualified, 
or  shall  wilfully  refuse  to'  assess  any  one  who  is  qualified, 
he  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  in  office,  and  on  conviction  be 
punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  or  im¬ 
prisonment  not  exceeding  two  years,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  court,  and  also  be  subject  to  an  action  for  damages  by  the  party 
aggrieved.  (January  30,  1874,  P.  L.  40.) 

If  any  election  officer  or  assessor  of  poll  taxes  shall  become  in¬ 
toxicated  during  any  of  the  time  in  which  he  shall  be  engaged  in 
the  performance  of  his  duties,  he  shall,  on  conviction,  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  be  sentenced  to  an  imprisonment  of 
thirty  days,  and  to  pay  a  fine  of  twenty  dollars  and  the  cost  of 
prosecution,  both  or  either,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court.  (May  19, 
1887,  P.  L.  126.) 

The  respective  assessors,  inspectors  and  judges  of  the  elections 
shall  each  have  the  power  to  administer  oaths  to  any  person  claim¬ 
ing  the  right  to  be  assessed,  or  the  right  to  suffrage,  or  in  regard 
to  any  other  matter  or  thing  required  to  be  done  or  inquired  into 
by  any  of  said  officers,  under  this  act;  and  any  wilful  false  swear¬ 
ing  by  any  person  in  relation  to  any  matter  or  thing  concerning 
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which  they  shall  be  lawfully  interrogated  by  any  of  said  officers 
or  overseers,  shall  be  perjury.  (Jan.  30,  1874,  P.  L.  40.) 

If  any  assessor  shall  intentionally  neglect  or  refuse  to  assess 
any  citizen  of  this  Commonwealth,  who  is  or  shall  be  subject  to 
assessment  by  law;  or  shall,  in  like  manner,  neglect  or  refuse  to 
return  the  name  of  the  person  so  assessed  to  the  commissioners  of 
the  proper  county;  or  intentionally  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform 
any  other  duty  enjoined  on  him  by  the  provisions  of  this  act,  he 
shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  less  than  fifty, 
nor  more  than  two  hundred  dollars.  (July  2,  1839,  P.  L.  542.) 

If  any  assessor  shall  knowingly  assess  any  person  as  a  voter  who 
is  not  qualified,  or  shall  wilfully  refuse  to  assess  any  one  who  is 
qualified,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  in  office,  and  on  con¬ 
viction  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars, 
or  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years,  or  both,  at  the  dis¬ 
cretion  of  the  court,  and  also  be  subject  to  an  action  for  damages 
by  the  party  aggrieved.  (Jan.  30,  1874,  P.  L.  31.) 

The  constable  or  constables  of  every  township  within  this  Com¬ 
monwealth  shall  give  public  notice  of  the  township  elections  by 
ten  or  more  printed  or  written  advertisements,  affixed  at  as  many 
of  the  most  public  places  therein,  at  least  ten  days  before  the 
election,  and  in  every  such  advertisement  they  shall  enumerate, 
designate  and  give  notice  as  sheriffs  of  counties  in  cases  of  general 
elections  are  directed,  by  the  1st  and  2d  divisions  of  the  13th  section 
of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement  (Act,  1839,  P.  L.  521);  and  in 
case  of  the  neglect,  refusal,  death  or  absence  of  the  aforesaid  con¬ 
stable  or  constables,  the  duties  herein  enjoined  on  them  shall  be 
performed  by  the  supervisors  or  assessor  of  the  proper  township 
but  said  supervisors  or  assessor  of  the  proper  township  shall  not  be 
required  to  give  more  than  five  days’  notice.  (June  13,  1840,  P.  L. 
684.) 

In  case  of  the  neglect,  refusal,  death  or  absence  from  the  county, 
of  the  constable  or  constables  of  any  township,  wTard  or  district,  the 
supervisors  of  the  township  or  district,  or  the  assessors  of  the  ward, 
as  the  case  may  be,  shall  perform  the  duties  hereinbefore  required 
to  be  done  by  such  constable  or  constables,  under  the  like  penalty: 
Provided,  That  the  said  supervisors  or  assessors  shall  not  be  re¬ 
quired  to  give  more  than  five  days’  notice  of  the  time  and  place  for 
holding  such  election.  (July  2, 1839,  P.  L.  519.) 

Constables,  supervisors  or  assessors,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  any 
ward,  township,  incorporated  district  or  borough,  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury,  two  dollars  for  advertising 
ward,  township,  district  and  borough  elections.  (June  13,  1840,  P. 
L.  687.)  v 

ASSESSMENT  FOR  TAXATION. 

Within  six  weeks  after  the  general  election  [in  the  year  1834,] 
and  in  every  third  year  [thereafter,]  the  commissioners  of  every 
county  shall  issue  their  precept  to  the  assessors  of  the  respective 
townships,  wards  and  districts,  requiring  them  to  make  out  and 
return,  within  [thirty]  days  thereafter,  a  just  and  perfect  list,  in 
such  form  as  the  commissioners  shall  direct,  of  the  names  of  all 
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the  taxable  persons  residing  within  their  wards,  townships  and 
districts,  respectively,  and  of  all  property  taxable  by  law,  together 
with  a  just  valuation  of  the  same,  to  be  made  in  the  manner  herein¬ 
after  directed.  (April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  511.) 

Within  four  weeks  after  the  next  general  election,  the  commis¬ 
sioners  of  every  county  shall  issue  their  precept  to  the  assessors 
of  the  respective  townships,  wards  and  districts,  who  shall  proceed 
to  make  out  and  return,  within  sixty  days  thereafter,  a  just  and 
perfect  list,  in  such  form  as  the  commissioners  shall  direct,  of  the 
names  of  all  taxable  persons  residing  within  their  wards,  townships 
and  districts,  respectively,  and  of  all  property  taxable  by  law, 
together  with  a  just  valuation  of  the  same,  to  be  made  in  the  manner 
heretofore  provided  for  in  the  previous  section  of  this  act,  said 
valuation  to  continue  until  the  next  triennial  assessment,  at  which 
time  the  assessment  shall  be  made  by  the  assessors  and  the  assist¬ 
ant  assessors,  as  prescribed  by  the  provisions  of  this  act.  (May  15, 
1841,  P.  L.  395.) 

The  triennial  assessments  required  under  existing  laws  shall  be 
made  in  the  several  counties,  in  the  year  1846,  and  triennially  there¬ 
after,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  acts  of  assembly  regulating 
the  same.  (22  April,  1846,  P.  L.  490.) 

The  assessors  and  assistant  assessors  of  the  several  counties  shall, 
on  the  receipt  of  the  precepts  aforesaid,  proceed  to  take  an  account, 
in  the  form  directed  by  the  commissioners,  of  the  names  and  sur¬ 
names  of  all  the  taxable  inhabitants  within  their  respective  wards, 
townships  and  districts,  and  also  an  account  of  the  following  real 
and  personal  property. 

I.  Real  estate,  viz:  All  houses,  lands,  lots  of  ground  and  ground- 
rents,  mills  and  manufacturies  of  all  descriptions,  all  furnaces, 
forges,  bloomeries,  distilleries,  sugar-houses,  malt-houses,  breweries, 
tamyards  and  ferries. 

II.  The  following  personal  estate,  viz:  All  horses,  mares,  geldings 
and  cattle  above  the  age  of  four  years. 

III.  All  offices  and  posts  of  profit,  professions,  trades  and  occupa¬ 
tions,  and  all  single  freemen  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
who  shall  not  follow  any  occupation  or  callings.  (April  15,1834, 
P.  L.  512.) 

So  much  of  the  4th  section  as  requires  the  assistant  assessors  to 
participate  in  taking  an  account  of  the  names  and  surnames  of  the 
taxable  inhabitants  and  of  the  personal  and  real  property  in  their 
respective  districts,  wards  and  townships  is  hereby  repealed  (Feb 
28,  1835,  P.  L.  46.) 

The  several  assistant  assessors,  before  entering  upon  the  duties 
of  their  offices,  under  the  several  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  shall 
take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  [similar  to  that  pre¬ 
scribed  as  aforesaid,  for  the  assessors  of  the  said  wards,  townships 
or  districts,]  which  said  several  oaths  or  affirmations  of  assessors 
and  their  assistants,  shall  be  taken  before  some  officer,  having  auth¬ 
ority  by  law  to  administer  oaths,  and  be  duly  certified  by  him,  and 
returned  by  the  respective  assessors  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
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proper  county,  at  the  time  of  returning  their  assessments  as  directed 
by  law.  (May  15,  1841,  P.  L.  393.) 

Instead  of  the  oath  or  affirmation  directed  to  be  administered  to 
the  assessors  and  assistant  assessors  of  taxes,  according  to  the  1st 
and  2d  sections  of  the  act  passed  the  15tli  day  of  May,  1841,  the 
following  shall  be  the  form  of  the  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit:  “You 
do  [swear  or  affirm]  that  you  will  support  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  that  you  will, 
as  assessor  for  [ward,  district  or  township,]  use  your  utmost  dili¬ 
gence  and  ability  to  discover  and  ascertain  all  the  property,  real  and 
personal,  within  your  [ward,  district  or  township,]  and  all  other 
objects  subject  to  taxation  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  and 
take  an  accurate  account  of  the  same;  and  that  you  will  justly  and 
honestly,  to  the  best  of  your  judgment,  assess  and  value  every  separ¬ 
ate  lot,  piece  or  tract  of  land,  with  the  improvements  thereon,  and 
all  personal  property  made  taxable  by  the  laws  of  this  Common¬ 
wealth  within  your  [ward,  district  or  township,]  at  the  rate  or 
price  which  you  shall,  after  due  examination  and  consideration,  be¬ 
lieve  the  same  would  sell  for,  if  sold  singly  and  separately  at  a 
bona  fide  sale,  after  full  public  notice;  and  that  you  will  rate  all 
offices  and  posts  of  profit,  trades  and  occupations,  at  what  you  shall 
believe  to  be  the  actual  yearly  income  arising  therefrom,  and  that 
you  will  perform  your  duty  as  assessor  of  said  [ward,  district  or 
township,]  with  honesty  and  fidelity,  according  to  the  laws  of  this 
Commonwealth,  without  fear,  favor  or  affection,  hatred,  malice  or 
ill-will.”  (July  27,  1842,  P.  L.  445.) 

The  3d  and  6th  sections  of  this  act,  entitled  “an  act  relating  to 
county  rates  and  levies,  and  township  rates  and  levies,”  passed  the 
15th  day  of  April  1834,  and  all  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  which 
require  the  assessors  of  the  several  townships,  wards  and  districts, 
to  fix  a  uniform  standard  of  value,  of  objects  made  taxable  by  law, 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed;  and  from  and  after  the  passage 
of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  assessors  and  assistant 
assessors,  to  assess,  rate  and  value  all  objects  of  taxation,  whether 
for  state,  county,  city,  district,  ward,  township  or  borough  pur¬ 
poses,  according  to  the  actual  value  thereof,  and  at  such  rates  and 
prices  for  which  the  same  would  separately  bona  fide  sell. 

If  the  several  assessors  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  discharge  of 
their  respective  duties,  shall  have  reason  to  believe  any  person  or 
persons  or  corporation  shall  have  rendered  a  false  return  of  his, 
her  or  their  property,  trade,  profession,  occupation,  or  any  article 
made  taxable  by  law,  or  shall  not  make  a  full  disclosure  of  the 
same,  the  said  assessors  shall  return  what  they  shall  believe  to 
be  the  full  value  and  amount  thereof  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
proper  county;  and  if  the  person  or  persons  or  corporation  thus 
assessed  shall  feel  aggrieved,  an  appeal  may  be  had,  according  to  the 
existing  law,  from  such  assessment,  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
county  commissioners  to  administer  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  the 
person  or  persons  or  corporation  taking  such  appeal,  touching  the 
value  and  amount  of  their  property,  trade,  occupation  or  profession, 
or  any  article  made  taxable,  and  if  they  deem  an  abatement  proper, 
the  same  shall  be  made;  but  the  said  commissioners  may,  if  they  see 
proper,  receive  other  evidence.  (May  15,  1841,  P.  L.  394.) 
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If  any  assessor  or  assistant  assessor  who  shall  have  taken  upon 
himself  the  duties  of  such  office,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  comply 
with  any  order  or  warrant  issued  to  him  by  the  commissioners  of 
the  same  county  in  conformity  with  law,  or  shall  not  perform  the 
duties  enjoined  upon  him  by  law,  he  shall  forfeit  any  sum  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  forty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  the  county  as  debts  of  a 
like  amount  are  recoverable. 

If  any  assessor  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  assess  and  return  to 
the  commissioners  of  the  county  any  person  whom  he  knows  to 
be  liable  to  assessment,  such  assessor,  being  thereof  convicted  .in 
the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  same  county,  shall  be  fined  in  any 
sum  not  less  than  twenty  dollars,  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  court,  besides  the  costs  of  prosecution  for  the 
use  of  the  countv  in  which  the  party  aggrieved  resides.  (April  15, 
1834,  P.  L.  509.) " 

If  any  assessor  or  assistant  assessor  shall  knowingly  and  inten¬ 
tionally  omit,  neglect  or  refusp  to  assess  and  return  any  property, 
person  or  thing  made  taxable  by  law,  or  shall  knowingly  and  inten¬ 
tionally  assess,  rate  or  value  the  same,  at  more  or  less  than  he 
shall  know  and  believe  the  just  cash  value  or  rate  thereof,  or  neglect 
or  refuse  to  assess  any  tax  required  by  law,  he  shall  be  guilty  of 
a  misdemeanor  in  office,  and  on  conviction  thereof,  be  subject  to 
imprisonment,  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  twelve  months, 
and  fined  in  a  sum  not  less  than  one  hundred  nor  more  than  two 
hundred  dollars.  (May  15,  1841,  P.  L.  394.) 

So  much  of  the  Tth  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supple¬ 
ment,  as  provides  that  the  rate  for  any  office  or  post  of  profit,  pro¬ 
fession,  trade  or  occupation,  or  on  any  single  freeman  who  follows 
no  occupation,  shall  at  no  time  exceed  ten  dollars  in  one  year,  is 
hereby  repealed.  (Peb.  28.  1835,  P.  L.  46.) 

The  assessors  of  the  several  counties  within  this  Commonwealth 
shall,  on  seated  lands,  make  the  assessment  in  the  township  in  which 
the  mansion-house  is  situate,  where  township  lines  divide  a  tract 
of  land.  (July  11, 1842,  P.  L.  331.) 

The  59th  section  of  the  act  of  11th  July,  1842,  entitled  “an  act 
regulating  election  districts,  and  for  other  purposes,”  shall  not  be 
construed  to  extend  to  lands  lying  in  different  townships,  the  man¬ 
sion-house  of  which  is  in  an  incorporated  borough  or  citv.  (April 
25,  1850,  P.  L.  572.) 

The  assessors  of  the  several  counties  of  this  Commonwealth  are 
hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  re-assess  between  the  periods  of 
the  triennial  assessments  all  real  estate  which  may  have  been  im¬ 
proved  by  the  erection  of  buildings  or  other  improvements  sub¬ 
sequent  to  the  last  preceding  triennial  assessment,  subject  to  ap¬ 
peals,  as  now  provided  by  law.  (April  10,  1849,  P.  L.  94.) 

So  much  of  the  proviso  contained  in  the  4th  section  of  an  act, 
entitled  “an  act  to  create  additional  revenue,  to  be  applied  towards 
the  payment  of  interest  and  the  extinguishment  of  the  debts  of  the 
Commonwealth,”  passed  the  11th  day  of  June,  1840,  as  authorized  the 
deduction  of  the  value  of  any  ground-rent,  dower  or  mortgage,  on 
any  real  estate  within  this  Commonwealth,  in  estimating  the  value 
thereof,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed;  and  said  real  estate 
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shall  hereafter  be  estimated  at  its  full  value,  and  taxed  accordingly. 
(May  15,  1841,  P.  L.  395.) 

Hereafter  the  assessors  in  the  several  cities,  boroughs  and  coun¬ 
ties  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  estimating  real  estate  subject  to 
ground  rent,  where  there  is  no  provisions  made  in  ground  rents 
deeds  that  the  lessee  shall  pay  the  taxes  on  the  said  ground  rents, 
the  assessors  shall  estimate  and  assess  for  taxes  the  said  ground 
rents  to  the  owners  thereof.  (April  1,  1845,  P.  L.  280.) 

Whenever  any  taxable  real  estate  shall  be  omitted  to  be  assessed 
at  the  triennial  assessment,  the  assessor,  on  notice  thereof,  shall 
forthwith  assess  and  return  the  same  to  the  proper  office;  which 
assesment  shall  be  subject  to  appeal,  and  shall  continue  until  the 
next  triennial  assessment  and  its  proper  proportion  of  all  taxes  to 
which  such  real  estate  is  liable,  levied  after  such  assessment,  shall 
be  laid  thereon.  (April  28,  1868,  P.  L.  105.) 

Whenever  the  dividing  line  between  any  township  and  borough, 
or  between  any  twTo  townships,  in  this  Commonwealth,  as  now  or 
may  be  hereafter  located,  shall  pass  through  the  mansion-house  of 
any  tract  of  farm  land,  it  shall  be  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  owner 
of  the  lands  so  divided,  to  choose  as  the  place  of  residence  of  its 
occupants,  either  of  the  townships  or  the  borough,  by  a  written 
notice  of  his  election  to  the  commissioners  of  the  county:  Provided, 
That  a  choice  once  so  made  shall  be  binding  on  the  owner  and  oc¬ 
cupiers  of  such  mansion-house  and  on  future  owners  thereof:  And 
provided  further,  that  in  case  of  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  owner 
of  such  land  to  make  an  election  as  aforesaid,  the  persons  occupying 
said  mansion-house  shall  be  regarded  as  residing  wholly  within  the 
township,  and  the  assessors  of  such  township  shall,  in  such  case, 
or  when  he  elects  to  reside  in  the  township,  assess  therein  such 
persons  and  all  the  farm  or  tract  of  land  on  which  such  mansion- 
house  is  erected.  (May  24,  1878,  P.  L.  181.) 

The  assessors  of  the  several  counties  within  this  Commonwealth 
shall,  on  seated  lands,  make  the  assessment  in  the  county  in  which 
the  mansion-house  is  situate,  when  county  lines  divide  a  tract  of 
land;  and  when  lines  which  separate  a  borough  from  township,  or 
one  borough  from  another,  pass  through  the  lands  of  any  person, 
such  lands  shall  be  assessed  where  the  mansion  is  situated.  (June 
11,  1883,  P.  L.  51.) 

When  the  proportions  of  the  several  wards,  townships  and  dis¬ 
tricts  shall  be  ascertained  as  aforesaid,  the  commissioners  of  the 
respective  county  shall  cause  accurate  transcripts  of  the  assessments 
to  be  made  out  by  their  clerk,  and  shall  transmit  the  same  to  the 
respective  assessors,  on  or  before  the  second  Monday  of  April  fol¬ 
lowing,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  rate  per  cent,  and  the  day 
of  appeal  fixed  by  them. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  assessors,  on  receiving  such 
transcript  from  the  county  commissioners,  to  give  written  or  printed 
notice,  at  least  five  days  before  the  day  of  appeal,  to  every  taxable 
inhabitant  within  the  respective  ward,  township  or  district,  of  the 
amount  or  sum  for  which  he  stands  rated,  and  the  rate  per  cent, 
of  such  amount,  and  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  appeal. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  assessors,  in  each  of  the  two 
years  succeeding  the  triennial  assessment,  to  give  notice  to  the  tax- 
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able  inhabitants,  in  like  manner  as  after  the  triennial  assessment,  but 
in  the  following  cases  only,  viz:  In  the  case  of  real  property  where 
buildings  or  other  improvements  have  been  destroyed  since  such 
triennial  assessment,  and  in  the  case  of  personal  property,  offices, 
professions,  trades  and  occupations,  where  there  has  been  any 
alteration  in  the  assessment,  occasioning  a  different  valuation  from 
the  former  year,  and  also  where  persons  have  come  to  inhabit  in 
the  county  since  such  triennial  assessment. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  assessors,  to  attend  at  the  time 
and  place  fixed  for  the  appeal  for  their  respective  ward,  township 
or  district,  to  prevent  impositions  being  practiced  on  the  commis¬ 
sioners  by  persons  appealing.  (April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  512.) 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  assessors  in  this  Commonwealth 
to  make  return  of  all  property  now  or  which  hereafter  may  be  es¬ 
pecially  exempt  by  act  of  assembly  from  taxes,  in  a  separate  list, 
to  the  commissioners  of  the  proper  county;  for  which  service  the 
said  assessors  shall  receive  the  same  compensation  as  is  allowed  for 
like  services  in  other  cases.  (April  5,  1849,  P.  L.  962.) 

All  unseated  lands  within  this  Commonwealth,  held  by  individ¬ 
uals,  companies  or  bodies  corporate,  either  by  improvement,  war¬ 
rant,  patent  or  otherwise,  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  county 
rates  and  levies,  be  valued  and  assessed  in  the  same  manner  as  other 
property.  (April  3,  1804,  P.  L.  201.) 

Assessors,  supervisors  and  collectors  of  road  and  school  taxes, 
be  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  make  their  returns  for  the  col¬ 
lection  of  all  taxes  on  unseated  lands,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
January  in  each  and  every  year;  and  if  not  so  made  by  said  asses¬ 
sors  and  collectors,  such  returns  shall  not  thereafter  be  received, 
nor  shall  such  taxes  be  a  lien  on  real  estate:  Provided,  That  this 
section  shall  not  be  construed  to  exempt  any  such  assessors  and 
collectors,  and  their  bail,  from  liability  for  not  making  their  re¬ 
turns  according  to  law.  (April  21,  1856,  P.  L.  477.) 

Whenever  an  assessor  refuses  or  neglects  to  qualify  as  required 
by  law,  or  refuses  or  neglects  to  receive  the  precept  and  books  for 
the  triennial  or  other  assessment,  the  commissioners  are  hereby 
authorized  to  appoint  a  suitable  person  to  serve  as  assessor  on  the 
eighth  day  after  the  time  designated  by  law  to  begin  the  assess¬ 
ment.  (May  5,  1897,  P.  L.  39.) 

The  commissioners  of  the  several  counties  of  this  Commonwealth 
shall  issue  their  precepts,  to  make  the  triennial  assessment  of  prop¬ 
erty,  to  the  assessors  of  their  respective  townships,  boroughs,  wards 
and  districts  on  or  before  the  second  Monday  of  September;  and  the 
said  assessors  are  hereby  required  to  complete  the  said  assess¬ 
ment,  and  make  their  return  thereof,  not  later  than  the  thirty-first 
day  of  December,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
three,  and  triennially  thereafter. 

The  said  commissioners  shall  issue  their  precepts  to  the  asses¬ 
sors,  aforesaid,  to  make  the  reassessment  of  property,  between  the 
periods  of  the  triennial  assessments,  on  or  before  the  second  Mon¬ 
day  of  September;  and  the  said  assessors  are  hereby  required  to 
complete  the  said  re-assessment,  and  to  make  their  return  thereof. 
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not  later  than  the  thirty-first  day  of  December  of  the  same  year. 
(April  23,  1903,  P.  L.  292.) 

From  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  assessors  of  the  town¬ 
ships  and  boroughs  of  the  several  counties  of  this  Commonwealth, 
shall,  where  seated  lands,  underlaid  with  coal,  are  divided  by  county, 
township  or  borough  lines,  the  ownership  of  which  coal  has  been 
severed  from  the  ownership  of  the  overlying  strata  or  surface,  assess 
each  division  of  said  coal  in  the  county,  township  or  borough  in  which 
it  actually  lies.  (April  27,  1903,  P.  L.  326.) 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  assessors  to  assess  such  persons 
as  may  remove  into  the  respective  districts  between  the  last  assess¬ 
ment  and  the  first  day  of  May  in  each  year,  or  who  may  have  been 
omitted  from  the  last  assessment,  and  to  return  their  names,  with 
the  amount  of  State  and  county  tax  payable  by  each,  to  the  board 
of  school  directors,  who  shall  thereupon  assess  the  amount  of  school 
tax  payable  by  such  persons,  which  tax  shall  be  collected  as  in  other 
cases;  and  for  taking  such  assessment  the  assessor  shall  be  paid  by 
the  county  commissioners  the  same  compensation  per  diem  as  now 
allowed  by  law.  (April  8,  1905,  P.  L.  120.) 

All  churches,  meeting  houses,  or  other  regular  places  of  stated  wor¬ 
ship  with  the  grounds  thereto  annexed  necessary  for  the  occupancy 
and  enjoyment  of  the  same;  all  burial  grounds  not  used  or  held  for  pri¬ 
vate  or  corporate  profit;  all  hospitals,  universities,  colleges,  semin¬ 
aries,  academies,  associations  and  institutions  of  learning,  benevo¬ 
lence  or  charity,  with  the  grounds  thereto  annexed  and  necessary  for 
the  occupany  and  enjoyment  of  the  same,  found,  endowed  and  main¬ 
tained  by  public  or  private  charity;  and  all  school  houses  belong¬ 
ing  to  any  county,  borough  or  school  district,  with  the  grounds  there¬ 
to  annexed  and  necessary  for  the  occupany  and  enjoyment  of  the 
same;  and  all  court  houses  and  jails,  with  the  grounds  thereto  annex¬ 
ed,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  exempted  from  all  and  every  county, 
city,  borough,  bounty,  road,  school  and  poor  tax:  Provided,  That  all 
property,  real  or  personal,  other  than  that  which  is  in  actual  use  and 
occupation  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  from  which  any  income  or 
revenue  is  derived,  shall  be  subject  to  taxation,  except  where  ex¬ 
empted  by  law,  for  State  purposes,  and  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  exempt  same  therefrom:  And  provided,  That  all  property, 
real  and  personal,  in  actual  use  and  occupation  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid  shall  be  subject  to  taxation,  unless  the  person  or  persons, 
association  or  corporation,  so  using  and  occupying  the  same,  shall 
be  seized  of  the  legal  or  equitable  title  in  the  realty  and  possessor  of 
the  personal  property  absolutely.  (May  29,  1901.  P.  L.  319). 

RETURN  OF  TIMBER  LAND. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  assessors  of  this  Commonwealth, 
in  their  return  of  real  estate  to  the  commissioners  of  the  proper 
county,  at  the  next  triennial  assessment,  and  at  each  triennial  as¬ 
sessment  thereafter,  to  make  return  of  all  the  timber  land  in  their 
proper  district  by  specifying  in  separate  columns,  how  many  acres 
each  tract  contains  of  cleared  land,  and  how  many  in  timber.  (June 
13,  1883,  P.  L.  112.) 
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It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  assessor  of  taxes  to  personal¬ 
ly  examine  the  various  forest  reservations,  and,  if  found  necessary, 
to  demand  of  the  owner  or  owners,  or  their  agents  thereof,  to  sub¬ 
scribe  under  oath  that  the  land  is  maintained  under  the  conditions 
of  this  act;  and  to  return  to  the  county  commissioners  the  number 
of  acres  so  maintained,  and  the  time  from  which  the  land  has  been 
so  maintained;  and  also  to  make  a  duplicate  return  of  the  same  data 
to  the  State  Forestry  Commission.  Any  assessor  who  shall  know¬ 
ingly  and  wilfully  make  a  fraudulent  return,  or  any  owner  or  agent 
who"  shall  knowingly  and  wilfully  make  any  fraudulent  return  to 
the  assessor,  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  not  more  than  five  hundred 
dollars,  or  imprisonment  of  not  more  than  one  year,  or  either  or  both, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  court.  Provided,  however,  that  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  so  as  to  exempt  from  taxa¬ 
tion  more  than  five  hundred  acres  owned  by  any  one  person  or  body 
corporate  or  limited  copartnership  or  association.  All  acts  incon¬ 
sistent  with  this  act  are  herebv  repealed.  (April  20,  1905,  P.  L. 
246.) 

In  consideration  of  the  public  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  re¬ 
tention  of  forest  or  timber  trees,  the  owner  or  owners  of  land  in 
this  Commonwealth,  having  on  it  forest  or  timber  trees  averaging 
not  fewer  than  fifty  trees  to  the  acre,  each  of  said  trees  to  measure 
at  least  eight  inches  in  diameter,  at  a  height  six  feet  above  the  sur¬ 
face  of  the  ground,  with  no  portion  of  the  said  land  absolutely 
cleared  of  the  said  trees,  shall,  upon  filing  with  the  assessor  of  their 
respective  townships  or  districts,  annually,  an  affidavit  made  by  said 
owner  or  owners,  or  by  some  one  in  his,  her  or  their  behalf,  upon 
blanks  to  be  provided  by  the  county  commissioners  of  the  respective 
counties,  and  by  them  to  be  furnished  to  the  assessors  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  herein  intended,  setting  forth  the  number  of  acres  of  timber 
land  within  the  requirements  of  this  act.  be  entitled  to  receive  an¬ 
nually,  during  the  period  that  the  said  trees  are  maintained  in  good 
condition  upon  the  said  land,  a  rebate  equal  to  eighty  per  centum  of 
all  taxes,  local  and  county,  annually  assessed  and  paid  upon  said 
lands,  or  so  much  of  the  eighty  per  centum  as  shall  not  exceed  in  all 
the  sum  of  forty-five  cents  per  acre;  the  said  rebate  to  be  deducted 
from  said  taxes  pro  rata,  and  receipted  for  by  the  respective  tax 
collectors  or  county  treasurer:  Provided,  however,  That  no  one 
property  owner  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  said  rebate  on  more  than 
fifty  acres. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor,  when  such  affidavit  is  filed 
with  him,  to  record  upon  his  assessment-book  the  amount  of  timber 
land  upon  which  the  owner  or  owners  may  be  entitled  to  receive  the 
rebate,  together  with  the  value  at  which  such  timber  land  shall  be 
assessed,  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  the  necessary  information  to 
those  who  shall  prepare  the  respective  tax  duplicates,  and  upon 
which  duplicates  the  amount  of  the  said  rebate  shall  be  stated.  No 
additional  compensation  shall  be  allowed  any  assessor  for  perform¬ 
ing  the  duties  required  by  this  act.  It  shall  likewise  be  the  duty 
of  each  assessor,  after  receiving  such  affidavit,  to  file  the  same,  at 
the  time  of  making  his  return,  with  the  county  commissioners  of  the 
respective  counties. 

The  following  acts  of  Assembly,  to  wit:  “An  act  for  the  preserva- 
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tion  of  forests,  and  partially  relieving  forest  lands  from  taxation, ” 
approved  May  twenty-fifth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven  (Pamphlet  Laws,  88); 

“An  act  to  encourage  the  preservation  of  forests,  by  providing  for 
a  rebate  of  certain  taxes  levied  thereon,”  approved  April  eleventh, 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  one  (Pamphlet  Laws,  77); 

And  all  other  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  subject 
matter  covered  by  this  act,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 
(April  8,  1905,  P.  L.  118.) 

PERSONAL  PROPERTY  RETURNS  FOR  STATE  TAXATION. 

The  commissioners  of  the  counties  shall  annually  furnish  the  as¬ 
sessors  of  the  several  townships,  boroughs  and  cities  of  the  respec¬ 
tive  counties  wfith  blanks  in  the  form  prepared  and  supplied  by  the 
Auditor  General,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  of  said  assessors  to 
furnish  a  copy  of  the  same  to  every  taxable  person,  copartnership, 
unincorporated  association,  joint-stock  association  and  company, 
limited  partnership  and  corporation  in  his  respective  ward,  district, 
borough  and  township,  or  to  any  officer,  agent  or  employe  found  at 
the  place  of  business  of  any  such  limited  partnership  or  corpora¬ 
tion  in  his  ward,  district,  borough  or  township,  upon  which  blank 
each  taxable  person,  co-partnership,  unincorporated  association, 
company,  limited  partnership,  joint-stock  association  and  corpora¬ 
tion,  shall  respectively  make  return  annually  of  the  aggregate 
amount  of  all  the  different  classes  of  personal  property  made  tax¬ 
able  by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  held,  owned  or  possessed  by  said 
person,  co-partnership,  unincorporated  association,  company,  limit¬ 
ed  partnership,  joint-stock  association  or  corporation,  either  in  his, 
her  or  its  own  right,  or  as  trustee,  agent,  attorney-in-fact  or  in  any 
other  capacity,  for  the  use,  benefit  or  advantage  of  any  other  per¬ 
son,  persons,  co-partnerships,  unincorporated  association,  company, 
limited  partnership,  joint-stock  association  or  corporation;  which 
return  shall  be  made  and  sworn  or  affirmed  to  by  such  taxable  per¬ 
son,  and  in  case  of  co-partnerships,  unincorporated  associations,  and 
joint-stock  associations  and  companies  by  some  member  thereof,  and 
in  the  case  of  limited  partnerships  and  corporations  by  the  president, 
chairman  or  treasurer  thereof:  Provided,  That  any  corporation, 
joint-stock  association  or  limited  partnership  doing  business  in  more 
than  one  county  shall  be  liable  to  make  such  return  only  in  the 
county  in  which  its  principal  office  within  this  Commonwealth  is 
situated.  Provided,  That  the  taxable  person,  co-partnership,  unin¬ 
corporated  association,  joint-stock  association,  limited  partnership, 
corporation  or  other  person  making  the  return  aforesaid,  shall  not 
include  in  said  return  the  obligations  of  public  or  private  corpora¬ 
tions,  the  tax  upon  which  is  required  by  law  to  be  collected  from 
the  holder  of  such  obligations  and  paid  into  the  State  Treasury  by 
the  corporations,  it  being  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act 
that  the  provisions  of  the  law  in  force  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of 
this  act  relating  to  the  collection  of  the  tax  upon  such  obligations 
shall  remain  unaffected  by  the  present  act. 

The  affidavit  required  to  be  made  by  the  last  preceding  section 
ghall  be  made  before  the  proper  assessor  or  other  person  authorized 
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to  administer  oaths,  and  shall  set  forth  that  the  return  is  full,  true 
and  correct  to  the  best  of  his  or  her  knowledge  and  belief;  and  any 
person  or  officers  who  shaii  wilfully  and  corruptly  make  a  false  and 
fraudulent  return  as  aforesaid  shall  be  guilty  of  wilful  and  corrupt 
perjury,  and  upon  his  or  her  conviction  thereof  shall  be  sentenced 
to  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  and  undergo  an 
imprisonment  by  separate  and  solitary  confinement  at  labor  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  seven  years,  and  thereupon  be  forever  disqualified  from  be¬ 
ing  a  witness  in  any  matter  or  controversy. 

The  several  assessors  are  hereby  authorized  to  administer  the 
oath  or  affirmation  to  any  oerson  or  officer  making  the  return  pre¬ 
scribed  by  the  preceding  sections,  for  the  taking  of  which  oath  or 
affirmation  no  charge  shall  be  made  by  the  assessor;  any  assessor 
who  shall  accept  such  return  from  any  person  or  officer  required  to 
make  the  same  without  requiring  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  such  per¬ 
son  or  officer  as  herein  provided,  or  who  shall  make  any  charge  for 
administering  such  oath  or  affirmation,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be  sentenced  to  a 
fine  of  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars. 

Upon  the  refusal  or  failure  of  any  taxable  person,  co-partnership, 
unincorporated  association,  limited  partnership,  joint-stock  asso¬ 
ciation  or  corporation,  to  make  a  return  properly  verified  by  oath  or 
affirmation,  as  required  by  this  act,  within  ten  days  after  being  noti¬ 
fied  so  to  do,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  to  make  a  return  for 
such  taxable  person,  co-partnership,  unincorporatd  association,  joint- 
stock  association,  limited  partnership  or  corporation  from  the  best 
information  be  can  obtain ;  he  shall  examine  the  records  and  lists  of 
judgments  and  mortgages,  returned  by  the  prothonotary  and  the 
recorder  of  deeds  and  mortgages  under  the  seventh  and  eighth  sec¬ 
tions  of  this  act  in  the  commissioners’  office  or  office  of  the  board 
of  revision  of  taxes  or  remaining  in  their  respective  offices,  and 
assess  such  defaulting  person,  co-partnership,  unincorporated  asso¬ 
ciation,  joint-stock  association,  limited  partnership  or  corporation 
with  the  amounts  of  all  such  liens  with  interest  thereon,  and 
add  thereto  the  amount  of  all  taxable  property  obtained  from  all 
other  sources  of  information. 

If  any  assessor  and  any  taxable  person  or  members  of  any  co¬ 
partnership,  unincorporated  association  or  company,  officer  or  stock¬ 
holder  or  member  of  any  limited  partnership,  joint-stock  associa¬ 
tion  or  corporation,  shall  agree  or  enter  into  any  arrangement  or 
understanding  that  upon  the  failure  of  such  taxable  person,  co¬ 
partnership,  unincorporated  association,  company,  limited  partner¬ 
ship,  joint-stock  association  or  corporation,  to  make  the  return  re¬ 
quired  by  the  third  section  of  this  act  to  be  made,  such  assessor  shall 
return  a  less  amount  of  property  made  taxable  by  the  first  section  of 
this  act  than  should  have  been  returned  by  such  taxable  person,  co¬ 
partnership,  unincorporated  association,  company,  limited  partner 
ship,  joint-stock  association  or  corporation,  the  persons  entering  in¬ 
to  such  agreement,  arrangement  or  understanding,  shall  be  guilty 
of  conspiracy,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be  sentenced  to 
pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  and  undergo  an  im¬ 
prisonment  either  at  labor  by  separate  or  solitary  confinement  or  to 
simple  imprisonment,  not  exceeding  three  years,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  court. 
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It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  or  assessors,  in  making  up 
their  valuations  of  money  at  interest  in  their  respective  districts,  to 
compare  the  return  made  oy  each  person,  co-partnership,  associa¬ 
tion,  limited  partnership,  joint-stock  association  or  corporation  with 
the  statement  furnished  them  by  the  county  commissioners  or  board 
of  revision  of  taxes,  and  if  the  amount  of  said  mortgages  or  other 
obligations  as  contained  in  said  statement  shall  exceed  the  amount 
set  forth  in  the  return  of  any  person,  co-partnership,  association, 
limited  partnership,  joint-stock  association  or  corporation,  to  note 
the  fact  and  make  return  of  the  same  to  the  commissioners  or  board 
of  revision  of  taxes  of  the  proper  city  or  county. 

Any  wilful  failure  on  the  part  of  the  ward,  borough  and  township 
assessors  to  carry  out  the  duties  imposed  upon  them  by  the  several 
sections  of  this  act,  shall  be  deemed  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  con¬ 
viction  thereof  the  person  or  persons  so  failing  to  comply  shall  be 
sentenced  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars  and  imprison¬ 
ment  not  exceeding  one  year.  (June  1,  1889,  P.  L.  420). 

Upon  the  failure  or  refusal  of  any  taxable  person,  co-partnership, 
unincorporated  association,  limited  partnership,  joint  stock  associa¬ 
tion  or  corporation,  to  make  return  properly  verified  by  oath  or  affir¬ 
mation  as  required  by  this  act  within  ten  days  after  being  notified 
to  do  so,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessors  to  make  a  return  for 
such  taxable  person,  co-partnership,  unincorporated  association, 
joint  stock  association,  limited  partnership  or  corporation,  from  the 
best  information  he  can  obtain;  he  shall  examine  the  records  and 
lists  of  judgments  and  mortgages  returned  by  the  prothonotary  and 
the  recorder  of  deeds  and  mortgages  under  the  seventh  and  eighth 
sections  of  this  act  in  the  commissioners’  office  or  office  of  the  Board 
of  Revision  of  Taxes,  or  remaining  in  their  respective  offices,  and 
assess  such  defaulting  person,  co-partnership,  unincorporated  asso¬ 
ciation,  joint  stock  association,  limited  partnership  or  corpora¬ 
tion,  with  the  amounts  of  all  such  liens,  with  interest  thereon,  and 
add  thereto  the  amount  of  all  taxable  property  obtained  from  other 
sources  of  information.  (April  17,  1905.  P.  L.  187). 

And  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  county  commissioners,  and 
of  the  city,  county,  borough,  and  township  assessors,  upon  being  re¬ 
quired  so  to  do,  to  furnish  answers,  under  oath,  to  such  interroga¬ 
tories  or  inquiries  as  may  be  addressed  to  them  or  any  of  them,  by 
said  Board  of  Revenue  Commissioners  or  a  majority  of  them;  and 
any  neglect  or  refusal  to  furnish  such  statements;  or  give  full  and 
satisfactory  answers  as  aforesaid  when  in  their  power,  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  misdemeanor  in  office  on  the  part  of  the 
officers  so  neglecting  or  refusing,  and  shall  be  punished  as  like 
offenses  are  now  punished  by  law,  and  such  statements  and  answers, 
when  required,  may  be  compelled  bv  mandamus.  (May  24,  1878,  P. 
L.  126.) 

ENROLLMENT  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessors  of  the  several  townships, 
wards  and  boroughs  in  the  counties  and  cities  of  this  Common¬ 
wealth,  and  of  the  assessors  of  voters  in  any  of  said  wards  in  cities 
of  the  first  class  where  the  assessors  of  real  estate  are  not  assessors 
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of  voters,  to  make  an  enrollment  at  the  time  of  the  making  of  their 
respective  assessments,  but  not  more  than  once  in  any  year,  of  the 
total  number  of  children  of  school  age  between  the  ages  of  six  and 
sixteen  years,  in  addition  to  the  duties  required  of  them  under  exist¬ 
ing  laws,  and  for  the  same  compensation  per  diem  now  allowed  by 
law.  The  enumeration  and  enrollment  herein  provided  for  shall  be 
made  by  the  assessors  at  the  same  time  they  are  required  by  law 
to  make  their  regular  assessments  for  county  taxes,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  and  at  the  same  time  and  bi-ennial- 
ly  thereafter,  the  official  returns  to  be  made  to  the  county  commis¬ 
sioners  shall  be  filed  by  them  in  the  office  of  the  county  commis¬ 
sioners,  duly  verified  by  oath  or  affirmation,  on  or  before  the  fourth 
Saturday  of  December,  1897,  and  bi-ennially  thereafter.  Any  as¬ 
sessor  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  make  the  enumeration,  enroll¬ 
ment  and  official  returns  required  by  this  act  shall  pay  a  fine  of  not 
less  than  twenty-five  or  more  than  one  hundred  dollars,  and  shall  be 
liable  to  removal  from  office  upon  complaint  to  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas  of  the  proper  county,  which  complaint  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  county  commissioners  to  make  in  the  case  of  neglect  or  refusal 
of  anv  assessor  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  act.  (April  15, 
1897,  P.  L.  271,  as  amended  April  19,  1899,- P.  L.  65.) 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessors  of  voters  in  every  district, 
when  not  notified  and  directed  to  the  contrary  by  the  school  board, 
at  the  spring  registration  of  voters  or  as  soon  as  possible  thereafter, 
to  make,  in  a  substantial  book  provided  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  at  the  expense  of  the  State  for  that  purpose,  a 
careful  and  correct  list  of  all  children  between  the  ages  of  six  and 
sixteen  within  his  district,  giving  the  full  name,  date  of  birth,  age, 
sex,  nationality,  residence,  sub-school  district,  name  and  address  of 
parent  or  person  in  parental  relation,  and  the  name  and  location  of 
the  school  where  the  child  is  enrolled,  or  the  cause  of  non-enroll¬ 
ment,  and  the  name  and  address  of  the  employer  of  any  child  under 
sixteen  years  of  age  that  is  engaged  in  any  regular  employment  or 
service;  which  enumeration,  after  approval  by  the  secretary  of  the 
said  school  district,  shall  be  returned  by  the  said  assessor  to  the 
county  commissioners  of  the  county  in  which  the  enumeration  is 
made.  *  *  *  And  the  said  assessors  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 

county  funds  a  per  diem  compensation  for  their  services  a  sum  equal 
to  the  compensation  paid  under  existing  lav/s  for  assessors  of  elec¬ 
tion,  said  services  not  to  exceed  ten  days:  Provided  that  prior  to 
February  first  of  any  year  any  board  of  directors  or  controllers  of 
any  school  district  may  authorize  such  enumeration  to  be  made  by 
the  attendance  officers  or  other  persons  at  the  expense  of  the  school 
district  under  the  same  conditions  as  herein  provided  for  assessors. 
(July  11,  1901.  P.  L.  658). 

ENROLLMENT  OF  MILITIA. 

Every  able-bodied  male  citizen,  resident  within  this  State,  of  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years  and  under  the  age  of  forty-five  years,  ex¬ 
cepting  officers  and  enlisted  men  in  the  National  Guard  and  persons 
exempted  by  this  act,  and  excepting  idiots,  lunatics,  common  drunk¬ 
ards,  vagabonds,  paupers  and  persons  convicted  of  any  infamous 
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crime,  shall  be  enrolled  in  the  militia;  and  persons  so  convicted  after 
enrollment,  shall  be  forthwith  dropped  from  the  roll. 

Assessors  shall  annually,  and  at  the  same  time  they  are  engaged 
in  taking  the  assessment  or  valuation  of  real  and  personal  property 
in  their  respective  cities,  wards,  boroughs  or  townships,  make  a  list 
of  persons  living  within  their  respective  limits  liable  to  enrollment, 
and  place  a  certified  copy  in  the  office  of  the  county  commissioners 
of  each  county  ot  the  State,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  record  said 
roll  or  list  of  names  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  in 
the  same  manner  as  other  books  or  record  are  provided;  and  such 
record  shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient  notification  to  all  persons  whose 
names  are  thus  recorded,  that  they  have  been  enrolled  in  the  militia. 

As  soon  as  the  roll  is  completed,  the  assessors  shall  forthwith 
cause  notices  thereof  to  be  put  up  in  three  of  the  most  public  places 
in  the  city,  ward,  borough  or  township,  which  notices  shall  set  forth 
that  the  assessors  have  made  their  roll  of  all  persons  liable  to  en¬ 
rollment  according  to  law,  and  that  a  copy  thereof  has  been  left  for 
record  in  the  office  of  the  county  commissioners,  where  the  same 
may  be  seen  or  examined  by  any  person  interested  therein,  until 
some  day  and  place,  to  be  specified  in  such  notice,  when  and  where 
the  said  assessors  and  commissioners  of  the  county  will  meet  to 
view  such  enrollment.  '  Such  review  shall  be  made  at  the  same  time 
and  place  the  said  assessors  and  commissioners  meet  to  review  the 
assessment  of  real  and  personal  property,  or  for  appeals. 

Any  person  claiming  that  he  is  not  liable  to  military  duty  on 
account  of  some  physical  defect  or  bodily  infirmity,  or  that  he  is 
exempt  from  the  performance  of  military  duty  by  any  law  of  this 
State  or  of  the  United  States,  may,  on  or  before  the  day  specified  in 
said  notice  and  not  after,  deliver  to  said  assessors  an  affidavit,  stat¬ 
ing  such  facts  on  which  he  claims  to  be  exempt  or  not  liable  to  do 
military  duty.  Such  affidavit  may  be  made  before  any  person  au¬ 
thorized  to  administer  oaths;  and  the  assessor  shall  cause  all  such 
affidavits  to  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  county  commissioners;  and  if 
any  person  shall  swear  falsly  in  such  affidavit,  he  shall  be  guilty  of 
perjury. 

When  the  assessors  shall  have  completed  their  assessment  roll, 
they  shall  sign  the  same,  and  shall  attach  thereto  an  affidavit,  sub¬ 
stantially  as  follows:  “The  undersigned,  assessor,  or  assessors,  of 

the  city,  borough,  ward  or  township,  of . ,  in  the  county  of 

. ,  being  duly  sworn  or  affirmed,  say,  that  they  have 

made  strict  and  diligent  inquiry  to  ascertain  the  names  of  all  persons 
required  to  be  enrolled,  as  liable  to  military  duty,  by  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  residing  in  the  district;  that  the  roll  hereto  annexed  is, 
as  near  as  the  deponent,  or  deponents,  can  ascertain  a  correct  roll 
of  all  persons  residing  in  said  district,  who  are  liable  to  be  enrolled.” 
The  said  affidavit  shall  be  taken  before  any  officer  authorized  by 
law  to  take  affidavits,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  the  same,  with¬ 
out  fee  or  reward;  the  said  assessor  or  assessors  shall  then  deliver 
said  roll  to  the  county  commissioners,  at  their  next  meeting,  and  it 
shall  be  called  the  “military  roll”  of  said  district. 

The  assessors,  commissioners  or  clerks,  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  perform  any  of  the  duties  required  of  him  or  them  by  this  act, 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  not  more  than  two  hundred  dollars, 
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to  be  recovered  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth;  and,  if  any  as¬ 
sessor,  commissioner  or  clerk  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  such 
duties  as  are  hereby  required,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  mis¬ 
demeanor;  and  such  penalty,  when  paid  and  collected,  shall  be  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  the  county.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  attorneys  of  the  several  counties,  on  complaint  made,  to  prose¬ 
cute  any  assessor,  clerk  or  commissioner  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse 
to  perform  any  of  the  duties  required  of  him  by  this  act;  the  costs 
of  any  such  prosecution,  if  not  collected  from  the  delinquent,  shall 
be  paid  by  the  proper  county. 

The  assessors  shall  be  paid  for  their  services  in  making  the  en¬ 
rollment  required,  et  cetera,  at  the  rate  of  three  cents  for  each  and 
every  person  so  enrolled  and  liable  to  do  military  duty,  by  the  several 
cities  and  counties  in  which  such  assessment  is  made. 

Keepers  of  taverns  or  boarding-houses,  and  masters  and  mis¬ 
tresses  of  dwelling  houses,  shall,  upon  application  of  the  assessors 
within  whose  bounds  their  houses  are  situated,  or  of  persons  acting 
under  them,  give  information  of  the  names  of  persons  residing  in 
their  houses,  liable  to  enrollment  or  to  do  military  duty,  and  every 
such  person  shall,  upon  like  application,  give  his  name  and  age;  and 
if  such  keeper,  master,  mistress  or  person,  refuses  to  give  such  in¬ 
formation,  or  gives  false  information,  such  keeper,  master  or  mis¬ 
tress,  shall  frofeit  and  pay  twenty  dollars,  and  such  person  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  twelve  dollars,  to  be  recovered  on  complaint  of  any 
of  the  assessors.  (May  9,  1899,  P.  L.  266.) 

ENUMERATION  OF  DOGS. 

The  assessors  in  each  township,  borough  and  city  shall  annually, 
at  the  time  of  assessing  other  taxable  property  within  the  respec¬ 
tive  townships,  boroughs  and  cities,  ascertain  and  return  to  the 
county  commissioners  of  their  county,  and  councilmen  of  their  re¬ 
spective  cities,  a  true  statement  of  all  the  dogs  in  their  townships, 
boroughs  and  cities,  respectively,  the  names  of  the  persons  owning 
or  keeping  such  dogs,  and  how  many  of  each  sex  is  owned  or  kept 
by  each  person,  and  how  many  of  such  female  dogs  so  owned  or 
kept  are  spayed.  (May  25,  1893,  P.  L.  136.) 
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TAX  COLLECTORS. 

(Under  act  of  June  25,  1885,  and  subsequent  acts.) 

The  qualified  voters  of  every  borough  and  township  in  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania  shall,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  Febru¬ 
ary  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  triennially  thereafter,  vote  for 
and  elect  one  properly  qualified  person  for  tax  collector  in  each  of 
said  districts,  who  shall  serve  for  the  term  of  three  years,  and  shall 
give  a  bond  annually  to  be  approved  by  the  court.  (June  6,  1893,  P. 
L.  333.) 

The  courts  of  quarter  sessions  shall  have  power  to  fill  by  appoint¬ 
ment  all  vacancies  in  the  said  office  within  their  respective  counties. 
And,  if  any  person  elected  to  fill  said  office  shall  fail  to  give  bond 
and  qualify  as  hereinafter  provided  on  or  before  the  fourth  day  of 
the  term  of  said  court  next  ensuing  his  election  the  said  court  shall 
declare  his  office  vacant  and  appoint  a  suitable  person  resident  in  the 
proper  borough  or  township  to  fill  the  same. 

The  collector  of  taxes  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of 
his  office,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  of  office  and  file  the  same  in 
the  office  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  proper  county,  and 
shall  also  enter  into  a  bond  to  the  Commonwealth  in  double  the 
probable  amount  of  taxes  that  will  come  into  his  hands,  with  at 
least  two  sufficient  sureties;  said  bond  to  be  approved  by  the  said 
court,  or  a  judge  thereof  in  vacation,  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  said  court;  the  condition  of  which  bond  shall  be  that 
the  said  collector  shall  well  and  truly  collect  and  pay  over,  or  ac¬ 
count  for,  according  to  law,  the  whole  amount  of  taxes  charged  and 
assessed  in  the  duplicates  which  shall  be  delivered  to  him. 

The  several  county,  borough,  township,  school,  poor,  and  other 
authoifities  now  empowered,  and  which  may  hereafter  be  em¬ 
powered,  to  levy  taxes  within  the  several  boroughs  and  townships 
of  this  Commonwealth,  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  August 
of  each  year  after  the  first  election  of  collector  of  taxes  under  this 
act,  issue  their  respective  duplicates  of  taxes  assessed  to  the  col¬ 
lector  of  taxes  of  their  respective  boroughs  and  townships,  with  their 
warrants  attached,  directing  and  authorizing  him  to  collect  the 
same,  but  road  taxes  may  be  worked  out  as  heretofore:  Provided, 
That  such  special  and  other  road  taxes  as  it  may  be  necessary  to 
collect  in  money  may,  at  the  discretion  of  the  supervisors  or  road 
commissioners,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  collector  of  taxes, 
with  their  warrant  for  collection  by  him,  for  which  he  shall  receive 
five  per  centum  of  the  amount  collected  bv  him,  or  the  same  may  be 
collected  by  the  supervisors  or  road  commissioners  as  heretofore. 
Provided,  further,  That  the  limitations  in  this  act  as  to  time,  and 
the  requirements  hereof  relating  to  keeping  an  alphabetical  list  of 
persons  charged  with  taxes,  shall  not  apply  to  road  taxes. 

The  collector  of  taxes  shall  have  all  the  power  for  the  collection 
of  said  taxes,  during  his  term  of  office,  heretofore  vested  in  collec¬ 
tors  of  county  taxes  under  existing  laws,  and  be  subject  to  the  same 
liabilities  and  penalties  for  neglect  or  violation  of  the  duties  of  his 
office. 
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The  collector  of  taxes  shall  provide  an  appropriate  hook,  the  cost 
of  which  shall  be  allowed  to  him  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts, 
in  which  he  shall  enter  in  alphabetical  order  the  names  of  all  persons 
charged  with  taxes  in  the  duplicates  aforesaid,  and  showing  the 
amount  of  said  tax  charged  against  each  person,  which  book  shall 
be  at  all  times  open  to  the  inspection  of  each  taxpayer,  and  shall  be 
delivered  by  the  collector  of  taxes  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
office  to  his  successor  in  office. 

When  any  duplicate  of  taxes  assessed  is  issued  and  delivered  to 
the  collector  of  taxes,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  collector  to  give 
public  notice  as  soon  thereafter  as  conveniently  can  be  done,  by  at 
least  ten  written  or  printed  notices  to  be  posted  in  as  many  public 
places  in  different  parts  of  the  township  or  borough,  that  said  dupli¬ 
cate  has  been  issued  and  delivered  to  him;  and  all  persons  who 
shall  within  sixty  days  from  the  date  of  said  notice  make  payment 
of  any  taxes  charged  against  them  in  said  duplicate,  shall  be  en¬ 
titled  to  a  reduction  of  five  per  centum  from  the  amount  thereof; 
and  all  persons  who  shall  fail  to  make  payment  of  any  taxes  charged 
against  them  in  said  duplicate  for  six  months  after  notice  given  as 
aforesaid  shall  be  charged  five  per  cent,  additional  on  the  taxes 
charged  against  them,  which  shall  be  added  thereto  by  said  collec¬ 
tor  of  taxes  and  collected  by  him. 

The  collector  of  taxes  shall,  in  person  or  by  some  person  duly 
authorized,  be  in  attendance  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and  re¬ 
ceipting  for  taxes  on  Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday  of  each  week 
during  the  last  two  weeks  of  said  sixty  days,  between  the  hours  of 
two  o’clock  and  six  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  at  his  residence,  or 
some  other  place  in  the  proper  township  or  borough  to  be  desig¬ 
nated  by  him  in  the  notice  aforesaid. 

The  collector  of  taxes  shall  collect  the  taxes  charged  in  said 
duplicates  and  pay  over  the  same  to  the  respective  treasurers  or 
authorities  entitled  thereto,  after  deducting  his  commissions  for  the 
collection  thereof,  which  is  hereby  fixed  at  two  per  centum  on  all 
taxes  paid  to  him  on  which  an  abatement  of  five  per  centum  is 
allowed,  and  at  five  per  centum  on  all  taxes  afterward  collected: 
Provided,  That  where  the  total  amount  of  taxes  charged  on  a  dupli¬ 
cate  is  less  than  one  thousand  dollars  the  said  collector  shall  receive 
three  per  centum  on  all  taxes  paid  to  him,  on  which  an  abatement  of 
five  per  centum  is  allowed:  Provided,  further,  That  all  taxes  col¬ 
lected  within  the  sixty  days  as  provided  in  section  eight  of  this  act, 
shall  be  paid  over  as  aforesaid  within  fifteen  days  after  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  said  sixty  days,  and  all  taxes  thereafter  collected  during  his 
term  of  office  shall  be  paid  over  as  aforesaid  at  regular  intervals  of 
one  month,  and  a  full  and  complete  settlement  of  all  taxes  collected 
shall  be  made  by  said  tax  collector  with  the  respective  treasurers  or 
authorities  entitled  thereto,  and  not  later  than  three  months  after 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office. 

The  accounts  of  collectors  of  taxes  shall  be  settled  by  township 
or  borough  auditors  of  the  proper  township  or  borough,  and  he  shall 
state  a  separate  account  for  each  different  tax  collected  by  him; 
but  collectors  of  county  and  State  taxes  shall  settle  with  the  county 
commissioners  as  heretofore. 

Taxes  charged  upon  unseated  lands  shall  not  be  collected  by  the 
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collectors  of  taxes,  but  shall  be  certified  and  returned  by  the  several 
authorities  levying  the  same  to  the  county  commissioners  to  be  col¬ 
lected  as  heretofore. 

So  much  of  general  acts  heretofore  passed  as  is  inconsistent  here¬ 
with  is  hereby  repealed,  but  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  any  taxes  the 
collection  of  which  is  regulated  by  a  local  law.  (June  25,  1885,  P.  L. 
187.) 

The  tax  collectors  of  the  several  boroughs  and  townships  of  this 
Commonwealth  elected  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  As¬ 
sembly  approved  the  sixth  day  of  June,  1893,  and  all  other  tax 
collectors  of  State,  county,  township,  road,  school  and  borough  taxes, 
elected  or  appointed  by  or  under  existing  law,  shall  hereafter  make 
monthly  returns  in  writing  to  the  several  persons  to  whom  the  tax 
collected  by  said  tax  collector  is  by  law  required  to  be  paid,  show¬ 
ing  the  amounts  collected  by  them  during  the  preceding  month,  and 
the  amount  of  uncollected  taxes  upon  their  respective  duplicates, 
or  exhibit  the  duplicate  showing  the  said  uncollected  taxes,  at  the 
close  of  each  month  during  their  respective  terms  of  office,  and  shall 
pay  over  to  the  said  persons  to  whom  by  law  the  said  taxes  are  made 
payable,  the  amounts  so  collected  by  such  tax  collectors  monthly, 
less  the  commission  or  fees  to  which  they  are  by  law  entitled  for  the 
collection  of  the  same:  Provided,  That  in  the  case  of  collectors  of 
borough  taxes  they  shall  also  be  required  to  file  with  the  councils 
of  their  respective  boroughs,  duplicate  returns  for  the  taxes  col¬ 
lected  monthly  by  them  as  aforesaid,  and  duplicate  receipts  from  the 
respective  borough  treasures  for  the  amount  so  paid  over  to  them. 

Any  tax  collector  failing  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  this 
act  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction 
thereof  shall  be  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
dollars.  (July  9,  1897,  P.  L.  242.) 

Hereafter  when  any  State,  county  and  poor  taxes  are  placed  in  the 
hands  of  a  collector  for  collection  in  accordance  with  any  existing  law 
of  this  Commonwealth,  the  amount  of  the  same  shall  be  credited  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  county,  if  previously  charged  to  said  treasurer, 
and  charged  to  the  collector;  and  such  collectors  shall  give  bond  to 
the  county,  with  sureties  to  be  approved  by  the  commissioners  of 
the  county  in  such  amounts  as  said  commissioners  may  designate. 
Said  collectors  shall  be  appointed  or  elected  in  the  manner  now  pro¬ 
vided  by  law  in  each  county,  and  shall  make  monthly  returns  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  county  of  the  amounts  collected,  and  at  the 
same  time  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county  the  amounts  shown  by 
such  returns  to  have  been  collected.  (June  8,  1891,  P.  L.  212.) 

All  borough,  city,  county  or  State  officers  authorized  to  collect 
or  receive  taxes  or  license  fees  for  the  Commonwealth,  shall  make 
return  of  the  same  on  the  first  of  every  month,  and  within  ten  days 
thereafter  pay  the  amount  mentioned  in  said  return  into  the  State 
Treasury;  and  further,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  Treasurer 
to  immediately  notify  the  Attorney  General  of  any  failure  upon  the 
part  of  any  official  to  account  as  aforesaid.  (May  23,  1891,  P.  L. 
413.) 

If  any  vacancy  shall  take  place  in  the  office  of  tax  collector  after 
any  ward,  district,  borough  or  township  election,  by  reason  of  the 


33 


erection  of  any  new  ward,  district,  township  or  borough,  or  from  the 
neglect  or  refusal  of  any  person  elected  to  perform  the  duties  of  the 
office,  or  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise,  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions  of  the  proper  county  upon  petition  of  the  town  council  or 
any  citizen  who  is  a  resident  of  said  borough,  township,  ward,  setting 
forth  the  fact  that  a  vacancy  does  exist,  shall  appoint  a  suitable 
person  to  fill  said  vacancy  for  the  full  or  unexpired  term.  (July  2, 
1895,  P.  L.  434.) 

That  tax  collectors  of  townships  and  boroughs  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  furnish  each  person,  on  the  payment  of  taxes,  with  a 
numbered  receipt  setting  out  date,  name  of  taxpayer,  amount  of 
tax  and  district  in  which  taxpayers  is  assessed,  from  a  book  to  be 
furnished  by  the  county  commissioners  containing  a  stub,  that  on 
the  stub  a  memoranda  shall  be  made  in  ink  of  the  number  of  the 
receipt,  the  date,  name  of  taxpayer,  amount  of  tax  and  district  in 
which  taxpayer  is  assessed. 

That  twenty  days  before  each  election  the  tax  collector  of  town¬ 
ships  and  boroughs  shall  send  a  sheet  to  the  office  of  the  county  com¬ 
missioners  containing  the  number  of  each  receipt  issued,  the  date  of 
payment,  name  of  taxpayer,  amount  of  tax  and  district  in  which  tax¬ 
payer  is  assessed  for  the  period  since  the  last  report.  The  first  re¬ 
port  shall  be  for  taxes  received  on  and  after  June  first,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-five. 

Any  tax  collector  failing  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  act 
shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  to  be  fined  not  more  than  two  hun¬ 
dred  dollars,  or  imprisoned  not  more  than  one  year,  or  both,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  court.  (June  25,  1895,  P.  L.  296.) 

It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  officer,  clerk  or  other  person  authoriz¬ 
ed  to  collect  taxes  and  receipt  therefor,  to  receive  payment  of  or 
receipt  for  any  occupation  or  poll  tax  assessed  for  State  or  county 
purposes  from  any  person  other  than  the  elector  against  whom  such 
tax  shall  have  been  assessed,  except  upon  his  written  and  signed 
order  authorizing  such  pavment  to  be  made.  (July  15,  1897,  P.  L. 
276.) 

In  all  cases  in  which  the  period  of  two  years,  the  limitation  of  the 
warrants  in  the  duplicate  of  county,  poor,  city,  township,  ward, 
school,  and  borough  tax  collectors  have  expired,  and  in  cases  where 
the  power  and  authority  of  said  tax  collectors  have  expired  or  shall 
expire  during  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seven  by 
virtue  of  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  office,  and  said  collector  or 
collectors  have  or  shall  become  liable  for  the  amount  of  tax  on  said 
duplicates  without  having  collected  the  same,  the  said  duplicates 
and  warrants,  and  the  powers  and  authority  of  said  tax  collectors,  in 
all  such  cases,  are  hereby  revived  and  extended  for  another  period  of 
one  year  from  the  passage  of  this  act;  and  said  collector  or  collectors 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  proceed  and  collect  said 
taxes  from  all  persons  who  have  not  paid  taxes  assessed  to  them, 
residing  in  said  districts  within  which  it  may  have  been  assessed,  as 
well  as  from  all  persons  who  may  remove  or  have  removed  from  said 
city,  ward,  township  or  townships,  or  boroughs,  and  have  neglected 
to  pay  taxes  so  as  aforesaid  assessed,  with  like  effect  as  if  said  war¬ 
rant  had  not  expired  by  the  limitation  of  two  years,  aforesaid,  or  the 
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term  of  office  of  said  collector  had  not  expired :  Provided,  That  the 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  warrants  issued  prior  to 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-four,  and  that  noth¬ 
ing  in  this  act  shall  release  any  bondsmen  or  security:  Provided, 
That  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  cities  having  special  laws  upon  this 
subject:  Provided,  further,  That  no  collector  or  the  securities 
thereof  who  take  advantage  of  this  act  shall  be  permitted  to  plead 
the  statute  of  limitation  in  any  action  brought  to  recover  the  amount 
of  said  duplicate,  so  extended  and  renewed.  (April  25,  1907,  P.  L. 
113.) 

The  office  of  township  tax  collector,  in  townships  of  the  first  class, 
is  hereby  abolished,  and,  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  re¬ 
spective  terms  of  the  township  tax  collectors  now  in  office,  all  taxes 
within  the  several  townships  of  the  first  class  of  this  Commonwealth 
shall  be  collected  by  the  township  treasurer  of  the  respective  town¬ 
ships  of  the  first  class.  (May  28,  1907,  P.  L.  273.) 

The  county  commissioners  of  the  several  counties  shall  prepare 
and  furnish  annually  to  the  Several  tax  collectors  of  the  county 
metal  tags,  to  be  given  by  said  tax  collectors  to  the  owners  of  dogs 
when  said  owners  shall  pay  the  tax  assessed  upon  said  dogs.  At  the 
time  of  payment  of  dog  tax  by  the  owners  of  such  dog,  the  tax 
collector  shall  give  to  said  owner  one  of  said  tags,  prepared  for  the 
year  for  which  said  tax  is  paid,  which  said  tag  shall  thereupon  be 
attached  to  the  collar  of  the  dog  for  which  said  tax  was  paid  by  the 
owner  of  said  dog.  Should  the  owner  of  any  dog  or  dogs  neglect 
to  pay  the  tax  assessed  for  said  dog  or  dogs,  and  to  comply  other¬ 
wise  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  during  the  year  for  which  said 
tax  is  assessed,  it  shall  immediately  thereafter  be  the  duty  of 
the  proper  tax  collector  to  give  notice,  either  written  or  verbal,  to 
said  owner  that  if  he  fails  to  pay  said  tax,  and  also  to  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  section  one  and  three  of  this  act  as  to  the  collar 
and  tag  required  to  be  worn,  within  ten  days,  or  to  kill  his  dog  him 
self  within  said  time,  that  said  dog  will  thereupon  be  killed  by  the 
constable  of  the  proper  district.  In  case  of  default  by  any  such 
owner  as  to  complying  with  the  requirements  of  this  act,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  with  section  four  as  to  payment  of  tax,  wearing  collar  and 
tag,  and  killing  his  said  dog,  it  shall  thereupon  be  the  duty  of  the 
tax  collector  of  said  district  to  notify  the  proper  constable  of  the 
said  district  of  such  failure  and  default,  and  that  it  thereupon  be¬ 
comes  the  duty  of  said  constable  to  kill  said  dog.  Every  person 
keeping  a  dog  or  dogs  about  his  house  or  premises,  permitting  such 
dog  or  dogs  to  stay  about  his  house  or  premises,  shall  be  taken  and 
deemed  to  be  the  owner  of  such  dog  or  dogs,  for  all  the  purposes  of 
this  act.  (June  1,  1907,  P.  L.  262.) 

TAX  COLLECTORS. 

(Under  acts  prior  to  June  25,  1885.) 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  assessor,  on  or  before  the  day  of  ap¬ 
peals  in  every  year,  to  return  the  names  of  two  respectable  citizens 
of  his  ward,  township  or  district,  to  the  commissioners  of  the  re¬ 
spective  county,  one  of  whom  so  returned  shall  be  appointed,  by 
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such  commissioners,  the  collector  of  county  rates  and  levies  for  such 
wards,  township  or  district,  if  he  shall  give  security  as  is  herein¬ 
after  provided. 

If  any  assessor  shall  fail  to  return  the  names  of  two  citizens  as  is 
hereinbefore  provided,  or  if  neither  of  the  persons  returned  shall 
give  the  security  hereinafter  required,  or  if  any  person  appointed  a 
collector,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office, 
or  shall  die,  or  become  otherwise  incapable  to  act,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  commissioners  to  appoint  some  other  suitable  person 
as  collector,  who  shall  give  security  as  is  hereinafter  provided,  and 
so  on  as  often  as  may  be  necessary.  (April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  514.) 

The  county  commissioners  of  the  several  counties  in  this  Com¬ 
monwealth,  who  have  the  powrer  to  appoint  collectors  of  the  State 
and  county  taxes,  may  do  so  without  being  confined  in  their  selec¬ 
tion  to  the  persons  whose  names  may  be  returned  by  the  assessors, 
anything  in  the  act  passed  the  15th  day  of  April,  1834,  entitled  “An 
act  relating  to  county  rates  and  levies,  and  township  rates  and 
levies,”  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  (February  1,  1856,  P.  L. 
13.) 

No  person  shall  be  appointed  collector  of  county  rates  and  levies, 
unless  he  shall  give  bond,  in  such  amount  as  shall  be  determined  by 
the  commissioners,  with  warrant  of  attorney  to  confess  judgment 
thereon,  and  with  such  surety  or  surieties  therein  as  shall  be  satis¬ 
factory  to  the  commissioners,  or  a  bond  with  a  mortgage  of  real 
estate  sufficient  to  secure  such  amount. 

The  commissioners  of  each  county  shall  issue  their  warrants,  with 
the  duplicate  aforesaid,  to  the  respective  collectors  of  county  rates 
and  levies,  therein  authorizing  and  requiring  them  to  demand  and 
receive  from  every  person  in  such  duplicate  named,  the  sum  where- 
wTith  such  person  stands  charged. 

If  any  person  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  payment  of  the 
amount  due  by  him  for  such  tax,  within  thirty  days  from  the  time  of 
demand  so  made,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  aforesaid  to 
levy  such  amount  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of 
such  delinquent,  giving  ten  days’  public  notice  of  such  sale,  by 
written  or  printed  advertisements;  and  in  case  goods  and  chattels 
sufficient  to  satisfy  the  same  with  the  costs  cannot  be  found,  such 
collector  shall  be  authorized  to  take  the  body  of  such  delinquent, 
and  convey  him  to  the  jail  of  the  proper  county,  there  to  remain  until 
the  amount  of  such  tax,  together  with  the  costs,  shall  be  paid  or 
secured  to  be  paid,  or  until  he  shall  be  otherwise  discharged  by  due 
course  of  law.  (April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  514.) 

The  commissioners  of  the  several  counties  shall  have  power  to  ap¬ 
point  collectors  of  taxes,  without  requiring  the  bond  or  mortgage, 
or  other  security  directed  by  the  19th  section  of  the  act  relating  to 
county  rates  and  levies,  and  township  rates  and  levies:  Provided, 
That  the  person  so  appointed  shall  own  a  freehold  estate,  which  in 
the  opinion  of  said  commissioners,  shall  be  a  sufficient  security  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties  as  collector. 

If  any  person  appointed  collector  from  whom  security  shall  not  be 
required,  or  if  any  assessor  shall  refuse  to  serve,  he  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  the  sum  of  [twenty]  dollars,  to  be  recovered  before  a  justice 
of  the  peace  or  alderman,  at  the  suit  of  the  commissioners,  as  debts 
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of  similar  amount  are  now  recoverable:  Provided,  That  no  person 
who  shall  have  served  as  collector  or  assessor,  shall  be  appointed 
or  chosen  for  the  second  term,  without  his  consent,  for  the  term  of 
ten  years.  (February  28, 1835,  P.  L.  45.) 

The  penalty  imposed  by  the  2d  section  of  the  act  of  the  28th 
February,  1835,  entitled  “A  supplement  to  the  act,  relating  to 
county  rates  and  levies,  and  township  rates  and  levies,  and  to  the 
act  relating  to  counties  and  townships,  and  county  and  township 
officers,”  upon  any  person  who  shall  refuse  to  serve  as  collector  of 
taxes,  shall  be  fifty  dollars.  (April  22,  1846,  P.  L.  490.) 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  within  three  months 
from  the  delivery  of  the  duplicate  to  the  collector,  appointed  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  file  a  certificate  under  their 
hands  and  seal,  in  the  office  of  the  prothonotary  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas  of  the  county,  stating  the  amount  due  and  unpaid  by 
such  collector;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  prothonotary  to  enter 
the  same  on  his  docket;  which  certificate  shall,  from  such  entry,  have 
the  same  operation  and  effect  as  a  judgment  of  said  court,  and  execu¬ 
tions  may  be  issued  in  like  manner  as  on  judgments,  for  the  amount 
remaining  unpaid,  at  any  time  after  the  entry  aforesaid. 

No  person  shall  be  appointed  collector  of  county  rates  and  levies 
who  shall  not  have  paid  over  the  whole  amount  of  his  former  dupli¬ 
cates.  (February  28,  1835,  P.  L.  46.) 

All  collectors  of  State  and  county  taxes  shall,  upon  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  their  accounts  of  taxes  collected,  make  an  oath  or  affirma¬ 
tion,  that  they  have  made  a  true  and  just  return  of  all  moneys  by 
them  collected  for  State  or  county  taxes;  and  the  several  county 
treasurers  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  administer  such 
oath  or  affirmation,  which  shall  be  filed  in  the  commissioners’  office 
of  the  proper  county.  (April  22,  1846,  P.  L.  490.) 

The  executors  or  administrators  of  any  deceased  tax-collector 
within  this  Commonwealth  shall  have  the  same  powers,  until  the  end 
of  two  years  from  the  date  of  the  warrant,  to  enforce  the  collection 
of  the  unpaid  taxes,  as  the  collector  would  have,  if  living. 

It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  executors  or  administrators  of  any  de¬ 
ceased  tax  collector,  to  employ  a  suitable  person  to  act  for  them  in 
the  execution  of  the  warrants,  with  all  the  powers  possessed  by 
the  deceased  collector.  (March  22,  1867,  P.  L.  45.) 

It  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  all  the  several  courts  of  any  county 
of  this  Commomvealth  to  require  of  the  proper  parties  of  any  bor¬ 
ough,  township  or  district,  authorized  and  empowered  to  collect 
special  taxes,  a  bond  in  such  amount  as  the  court  shall  direct,  with 
one  or  more  sureties,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  collection  and  pay¬ 
ing  over  of  all  special  taxes,  directed  to  be  assessed  and  collected  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  indebtedness  or  any  other  purpose,  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  the  provisions  of  any  law  now  in  force  or  hereafter  passed, 
which  bond  shall  be  filed  in  the  said  court  for  the  protection  of  all 
parties  interested  therein;  and  in  case  the  said  officer  or  officers  re¬ 
fuse  or  neglect  to  give  security  as  aforesaid,  to  be  approved  by  the 
court,  within  the  time  ordered  by  the  court,  it  shall  nevertheless  be 
the  duty  of  such  officer  or  officers  to  assess  to  (and)  levy  the  said 
taxes  as  required  by  law,  and  the  court  may  appoint  a  tax  collector, 
who  shall  collect  the  said  taxes  and  pay  the  same  into  court,  to  be 
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distributed  by  the  court  to  and  among  the  persons  entitled  thereto: 
Provided,  That  before  such  tax  collector  shall  enter  upon  his  duties, 
he  shall  give  a  bond,  with  one  or  more  sureties  to  be  approved  by 
the  court,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  appoint¬ 
ment.  (May  25,  1878,  P.  L.  150.) 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  supervisors  and  collectors  of  road  taxes, 
and  of  all  collectors  of  any  other  taxes  whatever,  on  unseated  lands 
to  make  return  to  the  county  commissioners  of  any  exonerations 
claimed  by  them,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January,  in  each  year; 
and  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  county  commissioners  to  grant 
any  exonerations  after  that  time,  nor  for  the  county  treasurer  to 
sell  any  lands  which  shall  have  been  returned  and  taxes  exonerated 
after  the  said  time.  (April  21,  1856,  P,  L.  477.) # 

The  returns  for  the  collection  of  taxes  on  unseated  lands,  and 
for  exonerations  required  to  be  made  in  pursuance  of  the  several  pro¬ 
visions  of  an  act  of  Assembly,  approved  the  21st  day  of  April,  1856, 
shall  be  good  and  valid  if  made  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  in  each  and  every  year  instead  of  the  first  day  of  January,  as 
required  by  that  act.  (February  23,  1858,  P.  L.  45.) 

If  any  person  who  has  heretofore  been  or  hereafter  shall  be  a  col¬ 
lector  of  taxes,  and  shall  have  neglected  or  refused,  or  shall  neglect 
or  refuse,  to  pay  the  treasurer  of  the  respective  county,  within  the 
time  limited  by  law,  all  the  sums  of  money  which  shall  be  due  on  his 
duplicates,  excepting  such  sums  as  may  be  allowed  by  the  com¬ 
missioners  for  unavoidable  losses,  or  for  services  for  collecting,  as  is 
hereinbefore  mentioned,  the  treasurer  is  hereby  authorized  and  re¬ 
quired  to  issue  his  warrant,  under  his  hand  and  seal,  directed  to  the 
sheriff  or  coroner  of  the  proper  county,  commanding  him  to  take  the 
body,  and  seize  and  secure  all  the  estate,  real  and  personal,  of  such 
delinquent  collector,  or  which,  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  collector, 
may  come  into  the  hands  or  possession  of  his  heirs,  executors  or  ad¬ 
ministrators,  and  make  return  thereof  to  such  treasurer,  at  such 
time  and  place  as  he  shall  appoint  in  his  said  warrant. 

When  the  said  lands  and  estate  are  secured  as  aforesaid,  the 
treasurer  of  the  proper  county  shall  call  a  meeting  of  the  board  of 
commissioners,  who  are  hereby  required  to  attend,  of  which  meeting 
he  shall,  in  his  said  warrant  have  notified  the  said  delinquent  col¬ 
lector;  and  if  the  arrearages  are  not  then  immediately  discharged, 
the  commissioners  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  and  re¬ 
quired  to  issue  their  warrant  to  the  sheriff  or  coroner  of  the  proper 
county,  empowering  and  requiring  him  to  sell,  at  public  sale,  all 
such  estates  as  shall  be  so  seized  and  secured,  or  any  part  thereof, 
giving  ten  days’  previous  notice  of  such  sale,  by  written  or  printed 
advertisements,  and  to  bring  the  money  arising  from  such  sale  to  the 
commissioners  who  granted  the  warrant,  at  the  time  and  place 
mentioned  therein,  in  order  to  satisfy  and  pay  the  respective  county 
treasurer  the  sum  or  balance  that  shall  be  so  unpaid,  or  detained  in 
the  hand  of  the  said  collectors,  or  their  heirs,  executors  or  adminis¬ 
trators,  returning  the  overplus,  if  any,  to  the  owner,  after  all  neces¬ 
sary  charges  are  deducted. 

When  any  sale  of  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  shall  be  made 
by  such  sheriff  or  coroner,  pursuant  to  this  act,  the  conveyance 
thereof  shall  be  by  deed  executed  and  acknowledged  in  the  court  of 


38 


common  pleas  of  the  proper  county,  by  the  sheriff  or  coroner,  or 
their  successors  in  office,  to  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  purchase 
the  same,  in  fee-simple  or  otherwise,  which  shall  be  most  absolute 
and  available  in  law  against  the  said  delinquents,  their  heirs  and 
assigns.  And  if  any  delinquent  collector  has  removed  or  shall  re¬ 
move  into  any  other  county  within  the  State,  or  shall  have  any 
estate,  real  or  personal,  in  such  other  county  or  counties,  and  which 
shall  not  have  been  bona  fide  and  for  a  valuable  consideration  dis¬ 
posed  of,  any  process  to  be  issued  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  may  be 
directed  to  the  sheriff  or  coroner  of  any  such  other  county  or 
counties,  and  shall  be  proceeded  on,  as  in  and  by  this  act  is  directed, 
in  the  case  before  mentioned.  (April  11,  1799,  P.  L.  398.) 

The  supervisors  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  every  township  shall, 
annually,  at  a  meeting  to  be  convened  for  the  purpose,  appoint  some 
suitable  inhabitant  of  the  township  to  be  collector  of  the  township 
rates  and  levies. 

Every  person  appointed  collector  of  township  rates  and  levies 
shall  give  a  bond,  with  surety,  or  a  bond,  with  mortgage  of  real 
estate,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  supervisors  and  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  the  respective  township. 

The  supervisors  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  every  township  shall 
cause  fair  duplicates  to  be  made  of  the  rates  or  assessments  by  them 
respectively  laid,  which  shall  be  signed  by  them  respectively;  and 
shall  issue  their  warrant,  with  such  duplicates,  to  the  collector  of 
such  rates  and  levies,  therein  authorizing  and  requiring  him  to  de¬ 
mand  and  receive  from  every  person  in  such  duplicate  named,  the 
sum  wherewith  such  person  stands  charged. 

Provided,  That  before  issuing  the  duplicate  and  warrant  for  the 
collection  of  road  taxes,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  supervisors  of 
every  township  to  give  notice  to  all  persons  rated  for  such  taxes,  by 
advertisement  or  otherwise,  to  attend  at  such  times  and  places  as 
such  supervisors  may  direct,  so  as  to  give  such  persons  full  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  work  out  their  respective  taxes. 

If  any  person  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  payment  of  the  sum 
charged  to  him  for  township  rates  and  levies,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  collector  thereof,  having  first  obtained  a  warrant,  under  the 
hand  and  seal  of  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  to  levy  the 
same  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  such  delin¬ 
quent,  giving  ten  days’  public  notice  of  such  sale,  by  written  or 
printed  advertisements;  and  in  case  goods  and  chattels  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  same,  with  the  costs,  cannot  be  found,  such  collector 
shall  be  authorized  to  take  the  body  of  such  delinquent  and  convey 
him  to  the  jail  of  the  proper  county,  there  to  remain  until  the 
amount  so  charged,  together  with  the  cost,  shall  be  paid  or  secured 
to  be  paid,  or  until  he  shall  be  otherwise  discharged  by  due  course 
of  law. 

If  in  any  township  there  shall  not  be  a  treasurer  elected  or  ap¬ 
pointed,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  supervisors  and  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  the  township,  either  by  themselves  or  by  a  proper  person 
duly  authorized  by  them  respectively,  to  collect  the  township  rates 
and  levies  by  them  respectively  laid:  Provided,  That  in  such  case, 
the  supervisors  and  overseers  shall  respectively  be  accountable  for 
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the  faithful  collection  thereof,  by  the  person  so  authorized  by  them 
respectively. 

In  every  such  case  in  which  a  treasurer  shall  not  be  elected  or 
appointed  in  any  township,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  supervisors 
and  overseers  of  the  township,  respectively,  to  pay  out,  as  occasion 
may  require,  according  to  their  several  duties,  the  moneys  by  them 
respectively  received  or  collected  by  virtue  of  their  offices.  (April 
15,  1834,  P.  L.  515.) 

The  warrant  authorized  by  the  35th  section  of  the  act  to  which 
this  act  is  a  supplement,  may  be  issued  to  the  supervisors,  or  to  any 
person  authorized  by  them  to  collect  township  rates  and  levies,  in 
any  township  where  no  treasurer  has  been  elected  or  appointed;  and 
the  person  or  persons  to  whom  such  warrant  is  directed  shall  pro¬ 
ceed  to  execute  the  same,  in  the  manner  provided  in  said  section. 
(March  20,  1860,  P.  L.  337.) 

If  any  collector  wrho  shall  have  taken  upon  himself  the  duties  of 
his  office  shall  fail  to  perform  such  duties,  he  shall  forfeit  a  sum 
not  exceeding  forty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  the  county  or  town¬ 
ship,  as  the  case  may  be,  as  debts  of  a  like  amount  are  recoverable: 
Provided,  That  the  sureties  of  a  collector  shall,  notwithstanding 
such  proceedings  against  him,  remain  liable,  according  to  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  their  bond. 

No  person  shall  be  re-appointed  a  collector  of  county  or  township 
rates  and  levies,  who  shall  not  have  finally  settled  and  paid  over 
the  whole  amount  received  by  him  on  former  duplicates. 

The  condition  of  the  bond  to  be  given  by  the  several  collectors  as 
hereinbefore  provided,  shall  be  that  such  collector  shall  well  and 
truly  collect  and  pay  over,  or  account  for,  according  to  law,  the 
whole  amount  of  the  taxes  charged  and  assessed  in  the  duplicate  de¬ 
livered  to  such  collector.  (April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  578.) 

The  period  during  which  warrants  hereafter  to  be  issued  to  col¬ 
lectors  shall  be  effectual  for  the  collection  of  taxes,  shall  be  two 
years  and  no  more.  (April  22,  1846,  P.  L.  490.) 

Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  authorize  the  arrest 
or  imprisonment,  for  non-payment  of  any  tax,  of  any  female,  or  in¬ 
fant,  or  person  found  by  inquisition  to  be  of  unsound  mind. 

The  goods  and  chattels  of  any  person  occupying  any  real  estate 
shall  be  liable  to  distress  and  sale  for  the  non-payment  of  any  taxes 
assessed  upon  such  real  estate,  during  his  possession  or  occupancy 
and  remaining  unpaid,  in  like  manner  as  if  they  were  the  goods  and 
chattels  of  the  owner  of  such  real  estate. 

Every  collector  shall,  within  six  weeks  from  the  date  of  his  war¬ 
rant,  pay  all  such  moneys  as  he  may  by  that  time  have  received,  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  proper  county  or  township,  as  the  case  may  be, 
at  a  certain  time  and  place  to  be  mentioned  in  such  warrant. 

Every  collector  shall,  within  three  months  after  receiving  the  cor¬ 
rected  duplicate,  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  proper 
county  or  township,  as  the  case  may  be,  the  whole  amount  of  the 
taxes  charged  and  assessed  in  such  duplicate,  excepting  such  sum  as 
the  commissioners  or  supervisors  and  overseer,  as  the  case  may  be, 
in  their  discretion,  may  exonerate  him  from,  on  pain  of  being  an¬ 
swerable  for  and  charged  with  the  whole  balance  remaining  so  un¬ 
paid. 
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It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  collector  to  institute  a  suit  for  the 
recovery  of  any  tax  in  any  court  of  this  State,  or  before  any  aider- 
man  or  justice  of  the  peace  of  this  State,  and  no  such  court,  aider- 
man  or  justice  shall  issue  process  for  such  purpose.  (April  15,  1834, 
P.  L.  518.) 

The  provisions  of  the  50th  section  of  an  act  of  the  general  assembly 
of  this  Commonwealth,  entitled  “An  act  relating  to  county  rates  and 
levies,  and  township  rates  and  levies,”  passed  April  15th,  1834,  shall 
not  be  so  construed  as  to  prohibit  a  collector  of  taxes  from  institu¬ 
ting  suit  or  suits  for  the  recovery  of  taxes  due  and  unpaid,  at  any 
time  after  the  expiration  of  his  warrant;  but  in  all  cases  where 
taxes  are  due  and  unpaid  to  any  collector,  after  the  expiration  of  his 
warrant,  when  such  collector  has  not  been  legally  exonerated  there¬ 
from,  every  such  collector  or  person,  his  executors,  administrators 
or  any  of  them,  is  hereby  declared  to  have  full  right  and  power  to 
sue  for  and  recover  the  same,  with  interest  thereon,  after  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  his  warrant  aforesaid,  from  all  and  every  person  and  per¬ 
sons,  bodies  politic  and  corporate,  owing  the  same,  as  other  debts  in 
like  amount  are  now  by  law  recoverable.  (April  11,  1848,  P.  L.  524.) 

It  shall  be  lawful  for  any  collector,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  proper  county  or  township,  as  the  case  may  be,  to 
employ  a  suitable  person  to  act  for  him  in  the  execution  of  his  war¬ 
rant;  such  collector  and  his  sureties  being  in  all  cases  responsible 
for  the  acts  of  such  deputy. 

Every  collector  shall  be  entitled  to  retain,  at  the  final  settlement 
of  his  duplicate,  the  sum  of  five  per  cent,  on  all  moneys  by  him  col¬ 
lected,  which  shall  be  allowed  to  him  by  the  treasurer  of  the  proper 
county  or  township,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  shall  be  in  full  compen¬ 
sation  for  his  services  as  collector.  (April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  519.) 

It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  county  treasurer,  county  commis¬ 
sioner  or  commissioners,  or  any  collector  of  taxes  in  any  township, 
ward  or  district,  nor  for  any  other  person  on  his  or  their  behalf,  to 
receive  payment,  or  give  any  receipt  for  the  payment  of  any  taxes 
that  have  not  been  duly  assessed,  and  returns  of  said  assessment 
made  according  to  law;  nor  shall  any  such  treasurer,  commissioner 
or  commissioners,  or  collector,  or  other  person  on  his  or  their  be¬ 
half,  receive  payment  or  give  any  receipt  for  the  payment  of  any 
taxes,  from  the  payment  of  which  the  party  assessed  has  been  ex¬ 
onerated  according  to  law,  unless  the  party  so  exonerated  shall  him¬ 
self  appear  in  his  own  proper  person,  and  tender  payment  of  the 
taxes  from  which  he  had  been  so  exonerated;  and  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  any  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  any  county,  or  for 
any  other  person  on  his  or  their  behalf,  to  add  any  name  or  names 
to  the  duplicate  return  or  list  of  taxables  made  or  furnished  by  the 
assessor  or  assistant  assessors  of  any  township,  ward  or  district. 
And  if  any  such  treasurer,  commissioner,  commissioners  or  col¬ 
lector,  or  other  person  on  his  or  their  behalf,  shall  violate  any  of  the 
provisions  of  this  section,  he  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof,  before 
any  court  having  competent  jurisdiction,  pay  a  fine  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  shall  moreover  be 
forthwith  removed  from  office;  and  the  vacancy  thereby  occasioned 
in  either  of  said  offices  shall  be  filled  or  supplied  as  in  other  cases 
of  vacancies  in  such  office.  (May  27,  1891,  P.  L.  402.) 
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The  collector  of  borough  taxes  shall  have  the  same  power,  and  may 
be  proceeded  against  by  the  borough  treasurer  in  the  same  manner 
for  neglect  to  pay  over  the  amount  of  his  duplicate  according  to  law, 
as  provided  in  the  case  of  collectors  of  county  rates  and  levies. 
(April  3,  1851,  P.  L.  324.) 

It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  burgess  and  town  council  of  any  borough 
in  this  Commonwealth,  by  resolution  of  the  burgess  and  council,  to 
authorize  the  collection  of  the  borough  tax  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
provided. 

The  council  shall  place  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  a  certified 
duplicate  of  the  borough  tax,  and  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  give  at  least 
one  month’s  notice  to  each  and  every  resident  taxable,  by  a  written 
or  printed  notice,  duly  served,  where  personal  service  is  practicable, 
and  duly  mailed,  in  case  of  non-residents,  which  notice  shall  specify 
the  amounts  and  kinds  of  taxes,  and  of  the  time  and  place  at  which 
he  will  attend,  at  least  one  day  each  week  during  the  two  months 
after  the  time  fixed  for  receiving  said  tax,  for  the  purpose  of  re¬ 
ceiving  borough  tax;  and  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  receive  and  receipt 
for  all  borough  tax  given  him  for  three  months  after  the  date  of 
said  notice.  In  case  the  taxes  are  not  all  paid,  on  or  before  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  three  months  from  the  date  of  said  notice,  the  town 
council  shall  elect  a  collector,  have  the  duplicate  placed  in  his  hands, 
and  the  burgess  shall  issue  to  him  a  warrant  for  the  collection  of  the 
unpaid  tax  assessed  in  said  duplicate,  with  power  and  authority  to 
enforce  the  collection  of  the  same,  as  is  now  or  may  hereafter  be 
conferred  by  law  upon  the  collector  of  county  taxes,  with  an  addi¬ 
tion  of  five  per  centum  on  the  amount  thereof,  in  the  manner  here¬ 
tofore  provided  by  law;  he  shall  be  allowed  such  compensation  as 
shall  be  agreed  upon,  not  exceeding  five  per  centum  of  the  amount 
collected,  except  in  case  of  distress  and  sale  of  goods  he  shall  re¬ 
ceive  the  same  fees  as  are  allowed  by  law  to  constables  for  a  levy 
and  sale  upon  a  writ  of  execution,  which  fees  he  shall  retain  out  of 
the  proceeds  of  such  sales,  after  deducting  the  taxes  and  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  five  per  centum  thereon. 

All  acts  or  parts  of  acts,  for  the  collection  of  borough  tax,  incon¬ 
sistent  herewith  are  hereby  repealed,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  bor¬ 
oughs  in  which  the  burgess  and  council  authorize  the  collection  of 
borough  tax,  by  the  provisions  of  this  act:  Provided,  This  act  shall 
not  apply  to  any  taxes  the  collection  of  which  is  regulated  by  a  local 
law.  (April  19,  1881,  P.  L.  9.) 

If  any  person  charged  with  the  collection,  safe  keeping,  or  trans¬ 
fer  of  any  stale,  county,  township,  school,  city,  borough,  or  munici¬ 
pal  taxes,  under  any  law  or  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  shall  con¬ 
vert  or  appropriate  the  moneys  so  collected,  or  any  part  thereof,  to 
his  own  use  in  any  way  whatever,  or  shall  use  by  way  of  investment 
in  any  kind  of  property  or  merchandise  any  portion  of  the  money  so 
collected  by  him  from  such  tax  or  taxes,  and  shall  prove  a  defaulter 
or  fail  to  pay  over  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  at  the  time  or  times, 
place  or  places,  required  by  law,  and  to  the  person  or  persons  legal¬ 
ly  authorized  to  demand  and  receive  the  same,  every  such  act  shall 
be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  an  embezzlement  of  so  much  of  said 
money  as  shall  tfe  thus  taken,  converted,  appropriated,  embezzled, 
invested,  used,  or  unaccounted  for,  which  is  hereby  declared  a  mis- 
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demeanor;  and  every  sueli  lax  collector,  and  every  person  or  per¬ 
sons  whomsoever  aiding  or  abetting,  or  being  in  any  way  accessory 
to  such  act,  and  being  thereof  convicted,  shall  be  sentenced  to  an 
imprisonment  not  exceeding  five  years,  or  to  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding 
five  thousand  dollars,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court.  (June 
3,  1885,  P.  L.  72.) 
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TOWNSHIP  TREASURER. 

It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  electors  of  every  township  annually  to 
elect  (on  the  third  Tuesday  of  February)  a  township  treasurer:  Pro¬ 
vided,  That  if  the  whole  number  of  votes  given  in  for  the  office  of 
township  treasurer  shall  not  exceed  one-half  the  number  of  votes 
polled  at  the  same  election  for  supervisors,  then  and  in  that  case  no 
person  shall  be  considered  as  duly  elected.  (April  15,  1834,  P.  L. 
537.) 

So  much  of  the  81st  section  of  the  act  of  the  15th  day  of  April, 
1834,  “relating  to  counties  and  townships  and  township  officers/’  as 
requires  the  election  of  a  township  treasurer  is  hereby  repealed  ex¬ 
cept  in  the  counties  of  Erie,  Franklin,  Wayne,  Venango,  Warren, 
Susquehanna,  Bradford,  Tioga  and  Luzerne.  (February  28,  1835, 
P.  L.  46.) 

If  in  any  township  there  shall  not  be  a  treasurer  elected  or  ap¬ 
pointed,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  supervisors  and  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  the  township  either  by  themselves  or  by  a  proper  person  duly 
authorized  by  them  respectively  to  collect  the  township  rates  and 
levies  by  them  respectively  laid:  Provided,  That  in  such  case,  the 
supervisors  and  overseers  shall  respectively  be  accountable  for  the 
faithful  collection  thereof,  by  the  person  so  authorized  by  them 
respectively. 

Each  township  treasurer  shall  give  bond,  with  sureties,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  supervisors  of  the  same  township,  conditioned 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  for  a  just 
account  of  all  moneys  that  may  come  into  his  hands  by  virtue  there¬ 
of,  for  the  delivery  to  his  successor  in  office  of  all  books,  papers, 
documents  and  other  things  held  in  right  of  his  office,  and  for  the 
payment  to  him  of  any  balance  of  money  belonging  to  the  township 
that  may  remain  in  his  hands. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  township  treasurer,  to  receive  all 
moneys  due  or  accruing  to  the  township,  and  to  keep  distinct  ac¬ 
counts  of  all  sums  received  from  taxes  and  other  sources,  which  ac¬ 
counts  shall  at  all  times  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  supervisors 
of  the  township,  and  of  each  of  them;  he  shall  pay  all  moneys  re¬ 
ceived  by  him  from  taxes  or  otherwise,  on  orders  drawn  by  the  super¬ 
visors  of  the  township;  and  he  shall  annually  state  his  accounts,  and 
lay  the  same,  together  with  the  vouchers,  before  the  township  au¬ 
ditors,  for  settlement  accordingly  to  law. 

Each  township  treasurer  shall  receive,  in  full  compensation  for 
his  services,  a  certain  amount  per  cent,  on  all  moneys  received  and 
paid  by  him,  which  rate  shall  be  settled  from  time  to  time  by  the 
supervisors  of  the  township  with  the  approbation  of  the  township  au¬ 
ditors. 

If  any  township  treasurer  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  any 
of  the  duties  of  his  office  he  shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars,  and  shall  be  disqualified  from  holding  the  office. 
(April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  555.) 

The  Commissioner  of  Forestry  shall  certify  to  the  respective 
school  districts  and  townships,  throughout  the  Commonwealth,  in 
which  forest  reserves  are  located,  the  number  of  acres  owned  by  the 
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Commonwealth  in  each'  district  or  township,  upon  application  of  the 
treasurer  or  road  supervisor  of  any  of  the  said  districts  or  town¬ 
ships,  and  the  charge  against  the  same;  and  shall,  furthermore, 
certify  to  the  State  Treasurer  the  number  of  acres,  as  aforesaid,  and 
the  charge  against  the  same  and  in  favor  of  the  respective  districts 
and  townships.  The  State  Treasurer  shall,  upon  the  approval  of  the 
proper  warrants  of  the  Commissioner  of  Forestry,  pay  to  the  sev¬ 
eral  school  districts  and  townships  the  amounts  due  the  same  from 
the  Commonwealth,  and  derived  under  this  act,  upon  due  applica¬ 
tion  therefor  made  by  the  treasurers  or  road  supervisors  of  the  said 
districts  and  townships.  (April  5,  1905,  P.  L.  112.) 

TREASURERS  IN  TOWNSHIPS  OF  THE  FIRST  CLASS. 

All  disbursements  in  discharge  of  township  indebtedness  duly  in¬ 
curred,  shall  be  made  by  the  township  treasurer,  acting  by  virtue  of 
warrants,  or  orders,  drawn  on  him  by  the  order  of  the  Board  of 
Township  Commissioners,  attested  by  the  signature  of  the  presi¬ 
dent,  or  vice  president,  and  secretary  of  the  Board.  The  Board  shall 
prescribe,  by  ordinance,  the  manner  in  which  bills  for  township  in¬ 
debtedness  shall  be  approved  for  payment. 

Each  township  treasurer  shall  give  a  bond,  in  the  sum  to  be  pre¬ 
scribed  by  ordinance,  and  at  least  equal  to  the  probable  amount  of 
the  annual  township  tax,  with  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Board  of  Township  Commissioners,  which  bonds  shall  be  condi¬ 
tioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  for  a 
just  account  of  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  township  funds  that  may 
come  into  his  hands,  for  the  delivery  to  his  successor  in  office  of  all 
papers,  books,  documents  and  other  things  held  in  right  of  his  office, 
and  for  the  payment  to  such  successor  of  any  balance  in  money  be¬ 
longing  to  the  township  that  may  remain  in  his  hands  on  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  his  accounts.  All  said  bonds  shall  be  filed  with  the  town¬ 
ship  commissioners.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  township  trea¬ 
surer  to  take  charge  of  all  township  moneys,  and  to  keep  distinct 
accounts  of  all  sums  received  from  taxes  and  other  sources,  which 
accounts  shall  at  all  times  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  commis¬ 
sioners  and  township  auditors,  or  any  of  them.  He  shall  annually 
state  his  accounts  and  lay  the  same,  together  with  the  books  and 
the  vouchers,  before  the  township  auditors  for  settlement  according 
to  law. 

Whenever  a  tax  is  levied  by  a  Board  of  Township  Commissioners, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  to  forthwith  deliver  a  duplicate  of 
the  assessment  of  such  tax  to  the  township  treasurer,  who  shall 
thereby  become  authorized  to  receive  and  collect  from  the  taxpayers 
the  amounts  with  which  they  stand  charged,  respectively,  and  to 
give  receipts  therefor.  On  receipt  of  any  such  duplicates  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  treasurer  to  give  public  notice,  as  soon  thereafter 
as  conveniently  can  be  done,  by  at  least  ten  written  or  printed 
notices  to  be  posted  in  the  most  public  places  in  the  township,  and 
by  advertisement  in  a  newspaper  published  in  the  township,  if  any 
such  there  be.  A  discount  of  five  per  centum  shall  be  allowed  to 
any  taxpayer  who  shall  make  payment  in  sixty  days  from  the  time 
of  such  notice. 


45 


At  the  expiration  of  three  months  from  the  time  of  receiving  the 
duplicate  of  any  tax  assessed,  as  aforesaid,  the  treasurer  shall  pro¬ 
ceed  to  collect  the  same  from  the  taxpayers,  and  to  that  end  may 
appoint  one  or  more  deputy  collectors.  And  said  treasurer  and  his 
deputies  shall  have  and  exercise  all  powers  conferred  by  existing 
laws  on  township  tax  collectors. 

No  money  shall  be  paid  out  by  the  township  treasurer  except  on 
the  written  order,  or  warrant,  issued  by  the  Board  of  Township 
Commissioners  and  attested  by  the  signatures  of  the  president,  or 
vice  president,  and  the  secretary  of  said  board. 

The  same  person  may  hold  the  office  of  township  treasurer  and 
treasurer  of  the  school  board,  but  no  member  of  the  school  board, 
no  township  commissioner,  or  township  auditor,  shall  hold  the  office 
of  township  treasurer,  and  no  township  treasurer  shall  be  eligible 
to  succeed  himself.  (April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104.) 

Each  township  treasurer  shall  receive,  as  full  compensation  for 
his  services,  a  sum  equal  to  five  per  centum  of  all  taxes  received  or 
collected  by  him,  and,  in  addition  thereto,  a  sum  equal  to  one  per 
centum  on  all  other  moneys  received  or  collected  by  him,  unless  a 
different  rate  be  fixed  by  ordinance  of  the  township  commissioners, 
passed  thirty  days  prior  to  his  election.  (June  7,  1907,  P.  L.  452.) 

In  the  event  of  a  vacancy,  caused  by  death,  resignation  or  other¬ 
wise,  in  the  office  of  treasurer  in  the  townships  of  the  first  class  of 
this  Commonwealth,  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  county 
wherein  such  township,  wherein  a  vacancy  occurs,  is  located,  shall 
fill  the  same  for  the  unexpired  term  by  the  appointment  of  a  quali¬ 
fied  elector  of  said  township,  upon  the  petition  of  twenty  or  more 
qualified  voters  thereof,  setting  forth  such  vacancy  and  the  term 
thereof:  Provided,  however,  That  such  appoinment  shall  not  be 
made  until  at  least  ten  days’  notice  of  the  filing  of  such  petition  shall 
be  given,  by  putting  up  ten  or  more  notices  thereof  in  the  most 
public  or  conspicuous  places  in  said  township.  (April  15,  1903,  P. 
L.  199.) 

Each  board  of  township  commissioners,  of  townships  of  the  first 
class,  shall  have  power  to  fill  any  vacancy  which  may  occur  in  the 
office  of  township  treasurer,  by  death,  resignation,  removal  from  the 
township,  or  otherwise;  the  person  so  appointed  to  hold  office  until 
the  next  regular  election  for  township  officers.  (April  23,  1903,  P. 
L.  267.) 

The  office  of  township  tax  collector,  in  townships  of  the  first 
class,  is  hereby  abolished,  and,  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  the 
respective  terms  of  the  township  tax  collectors  now  in  office,  all 
taxes  imposed  on  and  accruing  from  persons  and  property  within 
the  respective  townships  of  the  first  class  of  this  Commonwealth, 
including  all  State,  county,  borough,  township,  school,  and  poor 
taxes,  and  all  taxes  levied  by  other  authorities  empowered  and 
which  may  hereafter  be  empowered  to  levy  taxes  within  the  several 
townships  of  the  first  class  of  this  Commonwealth,  shall  be  collected 
by  the  township  treasurer  of  the  respective  townships  of  the  first 
class,  who  shall  for  that  purpose  have  all  the  powers,  perform  all 
the  duties,  be  subject  to  all  the  obligations  and  responsibilities,  and 
receive  the  same  compensation  as  are  now  by  law  vested  in,  con¬ 
ferred  upon,  or  imposed  upon  collectors  of  the  several  classes  of 


taxes  hereinbefore  mentioned,  or  which  such  collectors  are  now  by 
law  authorized  or  empowered  to  have  and  exercise,  or  are  vested 
with,  or  are  made  liable  or  subject  to,  or  are  entitled  to  receive. 

All  laws  or  parts  of  laws,  general,  local  or  special,  inconsistent 
herewith,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed;  it  being  the  purpose 
and  intent  of  this  act  that  no  taxes  shall  be  collected,  in  any  town¬ 
ship  of  the  first  class  of  this  Commonwealth,  save  only  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  said  township.  (May  28,  1907,  P.  L.  273.) 

BOROUGH  TREASURER. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  corporate  officers  to  appoint  a  treasurer. 
*  *  *  To  fix  from  time  to  time  the  amount  of  security  to  be 

given  by  the  treasurer,  and  collector  of  borough  taxes,  and  their 
compensation.  (April  3,  1851,  P.  L.  324.) 

The  treasurer  of  each  borough  hereafter  incorporated  shall  give 
sufficient  security  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his 
office  and  for  the  safe  delivery  of  all  moneys,  books  and  accounts 
appertaining  thereto  into  the  hands  of  his  successor  upon  demand 
made  for  that  purpose.  (April  1,  1834,  P.  L.  167.) 

The  treasurer  shall  give  bond  with  surety  as  required  by  the 
corporation,  before  entering  upon  his  duties;  he  shall  keep  a  just 
accounts  of  all  his  receipts  and  disbursements,  and  shall  annually 
submit  his  accounts  to  the  borough  auditors,  to  be  audited  and  ex¬ 
amined  by  them,  and  shall  publish  the  same  in  the  manner  directed 
by  the  corporation,  and  shall  pay  over  all  moneys  remaining  in  his 
hands,  and  deliver  all  books,  papers,  accounts  and  other  things 
belonging  to  the  corporation,  to  his  successor. 

The  treasurer  of  the  corporation  shall  perform  the  duties  of  town¬ 
ship  treasurer  within  the  borough,  and  shall  receive  such  compensa¬ 
tion  as  the  corporation  shall  direct.  (April  3,  1851,  P.  L.  324.) 
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TOWNSHIP  AUDITORS. 

The  auditors  of  each  township,  any  two  of  whom  duly  convened, 
shall  be  a  quorum,  shall  meet  annually,  on  the  second  Monday  of 
April,  and  oftener  if  necessary,  and  shall  audit,  settle  and  adjust 
the  accounts  of  the  supervisors  and  treasurer  of  the  township,  and 
of  such  other  township  officers  as  may  by  law  be  referred  to  them. 

The  report  of  such  township  auditors  shall  be  filed  with  the  town- 
clerk,  if  there  be  one;  and  if  there  be  no  town  clerk,  it  shall  remain 
with  the  senior  auditor,  for  the  inspection  of  all  persons  concerned. 

It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township,  or  the  officer  accounting,  to 
appeal  from  such  settlement  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the 
same  county,  within  thirty  days  after  such  settlement;  whereupon 
the  court  may  direct  an  issue  to  determine  disputed  facts,  if  neces¬ 
sary:  Provided,  That  no  appeal  by  such  officers  shall  be  received, 
unless  the  appellant  shall  enter  into  a  recognisance,  with  two 
sufficient  sureties,  conditioned  to  prosecute  the  appeal  with  effect, 
and  to  pay  all  costs  accruing  thereupon. 

The  auditors  of  each  township  shall  have  the  same  power  and 
authority  to  obtain  the  attendance  before  them  of  parties  and 
witnesses,  and  the  production  of  books  and  papers,  and  to  adminis¬ 
ter  oaths  and  affirmations,  as  are  by  law  given  to  county  auditors. 
(April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  555.) 

From  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  the  compensation  of  each 
borough  and  township  auditor  shall  be  two  dollars  per  diem  for 
each  day  necessarily  employed  in  the  duties  of  his  office:  Provided, 
This  act  shall  not  interfere  with  or  change  any  local  or  special  law 
where  a  larger  amount  than  two  dollars  per  day  is  authorized  to  be 
paid.  (May  4,  1889,  P.  L.  86.) 

The  auditors  of  the  several  townships  and  boroughs  within  this 
Commonwealth  shall  meet  annually  on  the  first  Monday  of  June, 
and  oftener,  if  necessary,  and  shall  audit,  settle  and  adjust  the 
accounts  of  the  supervisors,  road  commissioners,  school,  borough 
and  township  treasurers,  as  may  by  law  be  referred  to  them. 

The  auditors  of  the  several  townships  and  boroughs  within  this 
Commonwealth  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  publish;  by 
posting  handbills,  either  printed  or  written,  in  at  least  five  public 
places  within  their  respective  townships  or  boroughs,  an  itemized 
annual  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  borough 
councils,  road  commissioners,  supervisors,  overseers  of  the  poor  and 
school  directors,  for  the  year  preceding  the  annual  settlement  for 
their  respective  districts;  said  handbills  to  be  posted  within  ten  days 
after  such  settlement;  and  further,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said 
auditors  to  file  a  copy  of  the  same  with  the  town  clerk  in  their 
respective  districts,  and  also  with  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions,  which  shall  be  at  all  times  subject  to  inspection  by  any 
citizen  thereof:  Provided,  That  where  any  two  of  said  offices  shall 
be  exercised  by  the  same  person,  only  one  statement  shall  be  re¬ 
quired:  Also  provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed 
to  interfere  with  the  present  law  which  requires  annual  statements 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  borough  councils,  road  com¬ 
missioners,  supervisors,  overseers  of  the  poor  and  school  directors 
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to  be  advertised  in  the  daily  and  weekly  newspapers  published  in 
the  respective  localities. 

In  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  the  auditors  so  neglecting  or  refusing  shall  each  pay  a  penalty 
of  twenty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  in  the  same  manner  as  debts  of 
similar  amounts  are  by  law  recoverable,  by  suit  instituted  in  the 
name  of  the  school  district,  upon  the  complaint  of  any  tax-paying 
citizen  of  the  same,  and  the  proceeds  thereof  to  be  paid  into  the 
school  treasury  of  said  district.  (April  24,  1874,  P.  L.  112.) 

The  township  auditors  shall  meet  on  the  second  Monday  of  March, 
in  the  year  1881,  and  on  the  second  Monday  of  March,  in  each  year 
thereafter,  for  the  settlement  of  all  accounts  by  them  to  be  settled, 
except  the  accounts  of  the  school  directors  and  school  treasurer. 
(June  4,  1879,  P.  L.  94.) 

The  borough  auditors  shall  meet  on  the  second  Monday  of  March, 
in  the  year  1883,  and  on  the  second  Monday  of  March,  of  each  year 
thereafter,  for  the  settlement  of  all  accounts  by  them  to  be  settled, 
except  the  accounts  of  the  school  directors  and  school  treasurer. 
(June  13,  1883,  P.  L.  121.) 

Hereafter  in  all  cases  pending  and  undetermined  in  any  court  of 
common  pleas  in  this  Commonwealth,  which  are  appeals  from  settle¬ 
ments  or  reports  made  by  county,  borough,  or  township  auditors,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  any  party  to  except  to  any  ruling  or  decision  of 
the  court  upon  any  question  or  point  of  law  that  may  arise;  and  an 
appeal  may  be  taken  therefrom  to  the  Superior  or  Supreme  Court. 
(May  11,  1901,  P.  L.  185.) 

Wherever  poor  districts  of  this  Commonwealth  are  not  co-ex- 
tensive  with  the  county  in  which  they  are  situated,  but  composed  of 
a  part  of  the  cities,  boroughs  and  townships  of  a  county,  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  said  poor  districts  shall  be  audited  annually,  on  the 
second  Monday  of  January,  in  each  and  every  year,  by  a  board  of 
auditors,  composed  of  the  senior  auditors  of  each  city,  borough  and 
township  of  which  the  district  may  be  composed;  said  auditors  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  for  each  and  every 
day  actually  employed,  to  be  paid  from  the  funds  of  the  district. 
This  act  shall  not  interfere  with  or  repeal  any  special  laws  or  acts 
now. in  force.  (June  8,  1881,  P.  L.  85.) 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  auditors  and  borough  coun¬ 
cils  to  require  the  overseers  of  the  poor  and  the  supervisors  of  roads 
in  each  township  and  borough  in  this  Commonwealth,  except  in  the 
county  of  Schuylkill,  before  entering  upon  their  duties,  to  give  bond, 
with  security,  to  be  approved  by  the  auditors  or  borough  councils,  in 
a  sum  not  less  than  double  the  probable  amount  of  the  tax  which 
may  come  into  the  hands  of  the  said  officers;  which  bonds  shall  be 
taken  in  the  name  of  the  township  or  borough,  conditioned  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  their  respective  duties  as  supervisors  and 
overseers  of  the  poor,  accounting  for  and  paying  over  to  the  town¬ 
ship  treasurer,  or  to  their  successors  in  office,  any  balance  that  may 
remain  in  their  hands  at  the  settlement  of  their  accounts  by  the 
aforesaid  auditors  or  borough  councils;  and  in  case  the  said  officers 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  over  said  balance  remaining  in  their 
hands,  within  thirty  days  after  the  settlement,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  said  auditors  and  borough  councils  holding  the  bonds,  to  pro- 
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ceed,  by  due  course  of  law,  to  collect  the  same  for  the  use  of  said 
township  or  borough :  Provided,  That  each  officer  may  give  security, 
individually,  in  double  the  amount  of  such  sum  as  may,  in  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  auditors  or  borough  councils,  come  unto  his  hands  for 
the  ensuing  year;  and  in  such  case  he  shall  not  be  accountable  for 
the  acts  of  his  associate  in  office. 

Any  officer  failing  to  give  the  security  required  by  this  act,  shall 
not  be  liable  for  the  penalty  imposed  by  existing  laws  upon  town¬ 
ship  and  borough  officers  refusing  to  serve:  Provided,  That  the 
auditors  and  borough  council  shall  be  satisfied  that  such  security 
could  not  be  obtained.  (March  10,  1860,  P.  L.  174.) 

FENCE  VIEWERS. 

In  addition  to  the  duties  now  imposed  upon  the  township  auditors, 
they  shall  hereafter  perform  the  duties  hereinafter  prescribed  as 
fence-viewers.  In  addition  to  the  oath  now  prescribed,  to  be  taken 
by  the  auditors,  they  shall  annually  be  sworn  or  affirmed  to  dis¬ 
charge  their  duties  as  such  viewers,  faithfully  and  impartially. 

In  case  of  the  death,  removal  or  resignation  of  any  fence-viewers 
and  auditors,  so  elected,  the  judges  of  the  court  of  the  proper  county 
shall  appoint  a  suitable  person  to  fill  the  vacancy,  for  the  unexpired 
term  of  the  person  whose  place  is  vacant. 

When  any  two  persons  shall  improve  lands  adjacent  to  each  other 
or  where  any  person  shall  inclose  any  land  adjoining  to  another’s 
land  already  fenced  in,  so  that  any  part  of  the  first  person’s  fence 
becomes  the  partition-fence  between  them,  in  both  these  cases,  the 
charge  of  such  division-fence,  so  far  as  is  inclosed  on  both  sides, 
shall  be  equally  borne  and  maintained  by  both  parties. 

On  notice  given  the  said  viewers  shall,  within  five  days  thereafter, 
view  and  examine  any  line-fence,  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  make  out  a 
certificate  in  writing,  setting  forth  whether,  in  their  opinion,  the 
fence  of  one  has  been  already  built,  is  sufficient,  and  if  not,  what 
proportion  of  the  expense  of  building  a  new  or  repairing  the  old 
fence,  should  be  borne  by  each  party,  and  in  each  case,  they  shall 
set  forth  the  sum  which,  in  their  judgment,  each  party  ought  to  pay 
to  the  other,  in  case  he  shall  repair  or  build  his  proportion  of  the 
fence,  a  copy  of  which  certificate  shall  be  delivered  to  each  of  the 
parties;  and  the  said  viewers  shall  receive  the  sum  of  one  dollar  for 
every  day  necessarily  spent  by  them,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties, 
which  they  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  delinquent  party, 
or  in  equal  sums  from  each,  as  they  shall  decide  to  be  just. 

If  the  party  who  shall  be  delinquent  in  making  or  repairing  of  any 
fence,  shall  not,  within  ten  days  after  a  copy  'of  the  certificate  of 
the  viewers  shall  have  been  delivered  to  him,  proceed  to  repair  or 
build  the  said  fence,  and  complete  the  same  in  a  reasonable  time, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  parties  aggrieved  to  repair  or  build  the 
said  fence;  and  he  m#y  bring  suit  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  or 
alderman  against  the  delinquent  party,  and  recover,  as  in  other 
actions  for  work,  labor,  service  done  and  materials  found;  and 
either  party  may  appeal  from  the  decisions  of  the  justice  or  aider- 
man,  as  in  other  cases. 

The  said  viewers  shall  not  be  called  out  to  view  any  fence  be- 
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tween  the  1st  day  of  November  and  the  1st  day  of  April  of  the  next 
year. 

If  any  viewer  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  any  duty  herein 
enjoined  upon  him,  he  shall  pay  for  each  such  neglect  or  refusal  the 
sum  of  three  dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  the  party  aggrieved  as 
debts  of  a  like  amount  are  recoverable. 

A  majority  of  the  viewers  in  each  township  shall  be  a  quorum, 
and  shall  have  power  to  do  all  the  duties  herein  assigned.  (March  11, 
1842,  P.  L.  62.) 

All  the  provisions  of  an  act,  entitled  “An  act  for  regulating  and 
maintaining  line  fences,  and  for  other  purposes, : ”  passed  the  11th 
day  of  March,  1842,  relating  to  township  auditors,  imposing  upon 
them  the  duties  of  fence  viewers,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  ex¬ 
tended  to  borough  auditors.  (March  3,  1847,  P.  L.  200.) 

Whereas,  From  the  different  acts  of  Assembly  in  regard  to  fence 
laws  in  this  Commonwealth,  grave  complications  and  litigations 
arise  between  owners  of  real  estate  as  to  the  line  of  partition  fences: 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
owners  of  improved  and  occupied  land  shall  erect  and  maintain  an 
equal  part  of  all  line  or  division  fences  between  them,  nor  shall  any 
such  owner  be  relieved  from  liability  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act  except  by  the  consent  of  the  adjoining  owners.  And  if  any 
owner  of  such  improved  and  occupied  land  shall  fail  or  neglect  to 
erect  or  maintain  his,  her  or  their  share  of  such  line  or  division 
fence,  the  party  aggrieved  shall  notify  the  township  or  borough 
auditors,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  such  line  or  division 
fence,  so  complained  of;  and  if  they  find  said  fence  sufficient,  the 
complainant  shall  pay  the  costs  of  their  services,  which  shall  be  two 
dollars  for  each  day’s  service;  but  if  they  find  such  fence  insufficient, 
they  shall  so  report  to  a  justice  of  the -peace,  residing  in  the  county 
where  such  fence  is  located,  designating  points  and  distances  of 
such  fence,  whether  a  new  fence  is  required  or  whether  the  old  one 
can  be  repaired,  and  the  probable  cost  of  a  new,  or  the  repair  of  the 
old,  fence;  and  said  justice  shall  notify  the  delinquent  owner  of 
such  improved  and  occupied  land  of  the  auditors’  report,  and  that 
his  part  of  said  fence,  as  found  by  the  auditors,  be  erected  or  re¬ 
paired  within  forty  days  from  the  date  of  such  notice;  and  if  such 
notice  be  not  complied  with,  the  aggrieved  party  may  cause  said 
line  or  division  fence  to  be  erected  or  repaired,  and  the  costs  thereof 
collected  from  the  delinquent  owner  of  such  improved  and  occupied 
land,  as  other  debts  are  collected  by  law:  Provided,  however,  That 
no  owner  of  improved  land  shall  be  compelled  to  build  or  repair 
fence  during  the  months  of  December,  January,  February  and 
March:  And  provided  further,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  apply  to  railroad  companies. 

Where  an  owner  has  improved  up  to  and  erected  upon  the  line  a 
division  fence,  and  an  adjoining  owner  subsequently  improves  and 
occupies  up  to  said  line,  he  shall  become  liable  to  the  former  for 
such  part  of  the  cost  of  said  fence  as  is  just  and  reasonable,  taking 
into  consideration  the  quantity  of  the  fence,  the  length  of  time  it 
had  been  erected,  and  its  condition.  And  in  case  the  parties  fail  to 
agree  on  the  amount  to  be  paid,  the  owner  who  erected  said  fence 
may  complain  to  the  auditors,  aforesaid,  who  shall  assess  the 
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amount  which,  in  their  opinion,  the  other  party  should  pay;  which 
amount,  with  costs,  may  be  recovered  as  provided  in  section  one  of 
this  act. 

All  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  this  act  are  hereby 
repealed.  (April  14,  1905,  P.  L.  162.) 

APPRAISERS  OF  DAMAGE  FOR  INJURY  TO  SHEEP  BY  DOGS. 

Whenever  any  person  shall  sustain  any  loss  or  damage  to  sheep 
(extended  to  horses,  mules,  cattle  and  swine  by  act  of  April  11,  1901, 
P.  L.  73),  by  a  dog  or  dogs  in  any  township,  borough  or  city,  such 
person,  his  or  her  agent  or  attorney,  may  complain  to  any  justice 
of  the  peace,  magistrate  or  alderman  of  such  township  or  city,  in 
writing,  to  be  signed  by  the  person  making  such  complaint,  stating 
therein  when,  where  and  how  such  damage  was  done,  and  by  whose 
dog  or  dogs,  if  known,  whereupon  the  justice  of  the  peace,  magis¬ 
trate  or  alderman,  to  whom  such  complaint  shall  be  made  shall 
notify  the  township,  borough  or  city  auditors  or  controllers  of  such 
claim,  and  such  township,  borough  or  city  auditors  shall  at  once 
examine  the  place  where  the  alleged  loss  or  damage  was  sustained 
and  the  sheep  injured  or  killed,  if  practicable,  and  they  shall  ex¬ 
amine  under  oath  or  affirmation  to  be  administered  by  one  of  them 
any  witness  called  before  them  by  subpoena,  which  said  auditors 
are  hereby  authorized  to  issue,  and  after  making  diligent  inquiry 
in  relation  to  such  claim  shall  determine  and  report  to  said  justice, 
magistrate  or  alderman  in  writing  whether  any  such  damage  has 
been  sustained  and  the  amount  thereof,  and  who  was  the  owner  or 
keeper  of  such  dog  or  dogs,  if  known,  by  which  such  damage  was 
done,  and  if  the  dog  or  dogs  are  destroyed  that  caused  the  damage, 
if  known,  then  the  owner  or  keeper  of  said  dog  or  dogs  shall  be 
exempt  from  further  claims.  Such  report  so  made  shall  be  signed 
by  a  majority  of  the  auditors  and  delivered  to  the  justice,  magistrate 
or  alderman  before  whom  such  claim  has  been  made. 

Justices  of  the  peace,  magistrates  and  aldermen,  for  the  special 
service  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
dollar  for  each  case,  and  the  auditors  or  controllers  each  one  dollar 
per  day  for  the  time  necessarily  spent  by  them  in  investigating  each 
claim,  to  be  paid  by  the  claimant  in  each  case:  Provided,  That  in  all 
cases  where  damages  are  awarded  the  fees  paid  by  claimants  shall 
be  included  in  the  amount  of  such  damages.  (May  25,  1893,  P.  L. 
136.) 
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